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By a Perſon who reſided. ſeveral Years at Jamaica · ä 
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n Alley in Cornhill. 1726. 
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2 T will be needleſs to tell you, who 
are ſo well acquainted with every 
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A Branch of the Trade of this King- 
= N dom, the Advantages which ariſe 
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it might be made more beneficial, . 
were the Hardſhips and Oppreſſions they have 
met with from the Spaniards for ſeveral Years paſt, 
effectually redreſs d, prevented for the future, and 
ſome farther Encouragement given to it. 


Ix is eyident to all, who are converſant in Trade, 
that that Iſland is of greater Conſequence to the 

Cron of Great Britain, than all the other Sugar 
Colonies, belonging to his Majeſty; for as it is 
ſituated in the Center of the Spaniſh Weſt Iudies, 
It is capable of being made exceeding uſefal in 
War, as well as in Peace. The late King of 
France was ſo ſenſible of this, that he often had 
his Eye that way, with intent of making himſelf 
Maſter of it; but by the Goodneſs of her late 
Majeſty, and the Vigilaney of her Miniſtry, in main» | 
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4 Thes State of the Tſland of a 


taining two Regiments of regular Forces and 4 
Squadron of Men of War there, during the War 


with France and Spain; the Enemy s Deſign was 


prevented, and the Iſland became formidable to 
her Neighbours. It is freſh in our Memory, 

what vaſt Riches were brought in by Sir Char 5 
Wager, and Vice Admiral Littkton, beſide what 
was .taken by ſingle Cruiſers, and their own 
Privateers ; which became ſo numerous, that at 
one time, above 30 Sail from 70 to 150 Men 
each, were in Commiſſion, and fitted out from 


Port Royal and Kingſton, Notwithſtanding their 
| Succeſs, which occaſion'd a flow of Money, the 


Inhabitants in general earneſtly wiſh'd for Peace, as 
the moſt probable way of being happy, and-making 
the Tfland flouriſh; by what means they failed in 
ſo deſireable and laudable an End, and are redu- 
ced to a low and decliping Condition, in reſpe& 
to Trade, and the Number of white Inhabitants, 
well deſerves the Conſideration of thoſe: in Power, 
before it be too late, and ſo valuable a Branch of 

Trade be entirely loft, or rendered impracticable, 


Though the State and Condition of the Illand, and 
the Trade of it, arè often the Subject of Conver- 
ſation among thoſe who are intereſted in it: Yet 
as they have hitherto been wanting tô them- 
ſelves, in not making a general Repreſentation to the 
Miniſtry ; it is abſolutely neceſſary they ſhould be 
ſet. in a proper Light, as the nefarious Practices 
of the Spaniards are ſtill continued, being encou- 
raged by their 8 Governors f; ; and the 

' * Fruit. 
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f Pide, Sir Nich. Laws“ s Letter to the Governor 0 the Havanna, 
in the Appendix, No. 1 T. Alſo the Extract of a etter you om 
F.gica 70 4 — in London, W. 1 ö 


| The State of the Tſand of Jamaica 5 
fruitleſs Applications that have been made to them 
by the unhappy Sufferers for Reſtitution and Sa- 


Tus Steps they have taken from time to time, 
together with the Proceedings thereupon, are fairly 
and impartially related in the following Sheets; 
as will appear by the Affidavits, and other Vouch- 
ers in the Appendix; and can be farther atteſted 
by ſeveral credible Perſons who are now in Eng- 
land. Such a Scene of Rapine and Villany ! will 
undoubtedly make an Impreſſion on thoſe who 
| have any Regard to Juſtice, . the Honour of the 
Nation, or the Proſperity of his Majeſty's Sub- 
jects. To you, SIR, who have always been a 
Ready Friend and Benefactor to that Iſland, I ad- 
dreſs my ſelf, without any farther Apology; be- 
ing perſwaded, that though you are arrived at a 
Seaſon of Life, which requires a Receſs from Bu- 
ſineſs: you cannot be inactive, whenever the 
Service of your Country, or the Intereſt of that 
Iſland in particular, calls for your Attention and 
Aſſiſtance. „ | = | 


IN September, 1712. the Ceſſation of Arms, and 
ſoon after the Peace with France and Spain was 
proclaimed in Jamaica; the Inhabitants apply'd 
themſelves very diligently to Trade, and impro- 
ving their Sugar Plantations, wherein they made 
ſuch a Progreſs, as gave them hopes of ſeeing the 
Iſland, in a few Years, in a more flouriſhing - 
Condition than ever : But ar a time when they 
were unprovided, and lull'd with the Security of 
Peace, they were very much ſurpriſed at the 
_ Captures that were made of their. Veflels on the 
high Seas, and on their own Coaſts, by the Sub- 
jets of the King of Hain, as well as at their 


| 


| 
6 The' State of the Iſland of Jamaica. 
landing frequently in the remote Parts of the 
Iſland; plundering the Inhabitants, and carrying 
away great Numbers of Negroes How mu 
more Reaſon had they to be allarm'd, when they 
underftood, that theſe Acts of Hoſtility were com- 
mitted under the Sanction of a Commiſſion, by 
Veſſels fitted out in a Warlike manner (a), on 
pretence of guarding their Coaft, and preventing 
2 Clandeſtine Trade; the Veſſels, Goods, and 
Effects taken by them, 7 carried publickly into 
the Havanna, St. Jago, and other Spaniſb Ports ; 
ſome of them receiving the Form, and only the 
Form of a legal Condemnation; 57 others diſ- 
poſed of without giving the Maſters, or Proprie- 
tors (b) an Opportunity of making a Defence. 
And though theſe Proceedings, ſo contrary and 
repugnant to the Treaties of Peace and Commerce 
between Great Britain and Spain, were from time 
to time complain'd of by the reſpective Perſons who 
were injured, and obtained Letters in their Fa- 
vour from the Governor of Jamaica, to the Go- 
vernors of the Spaniſh Ports, and Places where 
their Goods and Effects were carried to, and con- 
fiſcated, yet no manner of Satisfaction could be 
obtain'd ; but after abundance of Trouble and 
Expence in Soliciting, ſome were put off in a very 
ſcandalous Manner, with Threats (c) and Menaces, 
and others with Complements, and directed 8 the 
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da) Vid. The Appendix, No. 2. 3, 6, 7, 8, 12. 
() Vid. No. 6, and 10. „ 97 2 

). This was particulariy the Caſe of My Saunders, <vho cen 
0 Trinidado 10 demand 25 Negroes, taken off of bis Plantation 
_ at Jamaica; and upon his Complaint to the Alcaldeis concerning 

* their Delays and evaſive Hnfwvers, he was vrdered to depart in a 
very few Hours, or they would fend him to their Priſon, 15 


The Grete of be Iſland of Jamaica. 7 
Court at Madrid: But how many Difficulties 
would attend ſuch an Application ! and how Ex+ 
penſive would it be to a private Perſon, or indeed 
to any Body of People, reſiding in Parts ſo diſtant 
from S oon egi dg noni), ennibsoy 

les eee ob oideamods:et vichntr ns 

As the ſeveral Repreſentations, which: had been 
made to the Spaviſa Governors, by private Per- 
ſons proved ineffectual: the Merchants of Kingſton 
and Port Royal, in Auguſt 1716, laid a Memorial 
before the Governor and Council of Jamaica, 
ſetting forth the many and great Loſſes they and 
others had ſuſtained, by the Subjects of the King 

of Spain, fince the Ceſſation of Arms; and thar 
many 5 his Majeſty's Subjects were killed and 
wounded in defence of their Veſſels: and Goods; 
and ſome in cool Blood, with Affidavits proving 
: the fame. DPF: Gi ball if 11983 nn 847 


2 Soo after this Memorial was preſented, his 
Majeſty's Ship the Advetiture, Capt. Tho. Reynolds, 
was ſent by the Government to St. Jago, and 
Trinadado, to repreſerit the Injuſtice of theſe Pro- 
ceedings, and to demand Reſtitution and Satisfaction. 
The Anſwers s that were given by the Governor 
and Alcaldeis, conſiſted of little more than ſome 
Spaniſh Fineſſes; and that the Damages complain'd 
of were committed by Perſons who exceeded their 
Commiſſions, and ſhould be treated as Pyrates when- 
ever they were met with; though it is notorious that 
they were afterwards admitted into thoſe very 
Ports (d); and ſo far from being taken up and 
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(0 vid. The Ertract of $5 Nich. Laws's Letter m the Greerneh 
of the Havanna, in the Appendix, N. I. 


8 The State of tbe Iſlauu of Jamaica - 
puniſned, that they were again fitted out in the 
lame manner, and committed the like Abuſes. 


HERE I beg leave to obſerve, that theſe Pro- 
ceedings (though they will not juſtify, for nothing 
can juſtify ſo abominable, ſo execrable a Villany, 
yet certainly they were the true Cauſe that) occa- 
ſion'd the Riſe of the Eugliſb Pyrates, and laid the 
Foundation of all the Miſchiefs which have hap- 
pened by their Means. The Succeſs of his 
Majeſty's Ships, and the Privateers, during the 
War, occaſion'd a reſort of Seamen from all Parts 
to Jamaica. After the Peace they went chear- 
fully into the Merchants Service, and were well 
contented with their Employment, till they had 
been taken ſeveral times, and not only cruelly 
and inhumanly treated; but in loftng their Wages, 
they and their Families were expoſed to want, 
and other Hardſhips. It was a common Saying 
among them, which I have often heard, that it 
was very hard they ſhould be ſo uſed and inſulted 
by the Spamards, and to have their Hands tyed. 
Reſentment, and the want of Employ (as the 
Merchants were diſcouraged by thoſe vile Practices 
from Trading) were certainly the Motives to a 
courſe of Life, which J am of Opinion, moſt or 
many of them would not have taken up, had they 
been redreſsd; or could they by any lawful Means 
have ſupported themſelves. This is evident 
from their Behaviour (e) at firſt fetting out, in 
not moleſting any Enghſh or French: Veſlels they 
met with, and declaring that their Deſigns were 
intended againſt the Spaniards only; though after- IM 
| . : wards, 
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Wor. I and Fox, who avere the firſt that turn d Pyrates 
n the Welt-Indics, after the Peace with France and Spain. | 
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wards; when they underſtood that a Proclamation 
was iſſued out in his Majeſty's Name, by the 
Governor of Jamaica, declaring them to be Py- 
rates, and offering a conſiderable Reward to thoſe 
who ſhould take or deſtroy them ; they then made 
no manner of diſtinction, but took and plundered 
every thing they met with. 


NorwirksTAN DIN the Inhabitants haves” 
lain under the imputation of encouraging their 
wicked Practices, on Examination it will appear to 
the contrary; and that no part of Mankind has 
a greater abhorrence and deteſtation of every 
Thing that has a tendency that way. Tho' two 
or three Veſſels (F) that were fitted out on diffe- 
rent | Occaſions, committed ſome Hoſtilities, and 
turn'd Pyrates : Is it not very unjuſt, that a Body 
of People ſhould be ſo ſeverely cenſured without 
any other Grounds or Foundation? And is it 
not altogether as unreaſonable, as it would be to 
charge a whole County, as Acceſſaries to the 
Robberies that are committed on their Roads? 
It is certain, the Government of that Iſland took 
all the Meaſures in their Power to ſuppreſs them; 
and as the Flame broke out at a time when there 
was but one Man of War on the Station, the 
Revenues in debt, and the Aſſembly could not 
be conven'd ſoon enough to raiſe Money on this 
Occafion. The Merchants very chearfully rais'd 
a conſiderable Sum among themſelves by Sub- 
{cription, and fitted out two Sloops of ten Guns, 
and eighty Men each, which were commiſſion'd 
by the Governor, and commanded by Capt. Ox- 
ent Tc brough, 


3 | 3 f 


UW (f) The Shops that were fitted out to fiſh on the Spaniſh Hretks 
en the Coaſt of Florida, STD LS, 


10 The State of the Iſland of Jatnaict. 

brougb, and Capt. Stevenſon ; and ſoon after two 
others commanded by Capt. Lidderdale and Capt. 
Naylor, the two laſt mentioned retook the Kingſtan, 
Capt. Saunders of London, whoſe Cargo amounted 
to 20000 J. Sterling, and deſtroy'd the Pyrate 
(Thompſon) who had taken him. tickt OR 


In 1717, Capt. Jonathan Barnet, who was then 
in the Merchants Service, met with a Pyrate, 
commanded by one Hrackham ; and after a ſmart 
Engagement, took and carried him into Port Royal, 
The Aſſembly, as ſoon as they met, gave him 
200 J. and the Command of one of the Sloops 
that were fitted out in the Service of the Coun- 
try, as a Reward for ſo gallant an Action. Nor 
can I omit mentioning the Readineſs of the Go- 
vernor and Council, in making full Satisfaction 
to the Spaniards for ſome Veſlels that were taken 
by the Privateers after the Ceſſation of Arms, 
though it was unknown at the time of thoſe 
Captures ; one of which that was very valuable, 
appeared to be taken in leſs than 24 Hours 
after it took Place in the Meſt- Indies. How 
different is this from the Behaviour of the Spaniſþ 
Governors? Their Complaint was not delayed 
being heard; and on making out their Allega- 
tions, they had Reſtitution and Satisfaction; they 
were not put off with Complements or evaſive 
Anſwers, and directed to the Court at St. 
: James's, | | a n 


It will be tedious to enumerate the many In- 
ſtances 2 that can be produced to make out what 
ſſe 


have aſſerted; therefore I ſhall not mention any 
| more 


— 


(a) Vid. The Appendix 


The State of the Iſland of Jamaica. 11 
more than the following, as they are ſufficient 
for my purpoſe. Major Thomas Cook of the Pariſh 
of St. James s, the N. W. part of Jamaica, having 
been plundered by one of their Guarda- de- la- 
Coſtas, as they are called, particularly of thirty odd 
choice Slaves, obtained a Letter from the Gover- 
nor, to the Governor and Alcaldeis of Tyinadudo; 
repreſenting the Injuſtice of fuch Proceedings, and 
demanding that ſuitable Redreſs and Satisfaction 
might be made him and others of his Majeſty's 
Subjects, who had ſuffered in the fame manner 
though Major Cook went in Perſon and ſaw ſeve- 
ral of his Negroes, which he inform'd the Al- 
caldeis of, and in whoſe Poſſeſſion they were; 
yet he came away after an expenſive Attendance 
for ſeveral Weeks, without any manner of Satis- 
faction; tired with their Delays, and evaſive 
Anſwers. By this means, a Gentleman of a 
very good Character and Eftate, was reduced to 
low Circumftances, being unable to carry on his 
= Sugar Work for want of fuch a Number of Hands, 
there being among them his Boylers, Tradeſmen, 
and the beſt of his Slaves. 1 


IN 1721. the Weſtbury Galley of Briſtol, Fabis 
= Biglow Maſter, was taken on the high Seas, in 
= her Paſſage from Guinea to Jamaica, and carried 
into Baraco; though there is fo little Colour for 
ſeizing any Ship at Sea, that by the Treaty in 
W 1670. which is the only Treaty that reſpects 
Affairs in America; there is not ſo much as the 
W leaſt Authority thereby given, to viſit any Ship 
at Sea; which ſhews that the contracting Powers 
thought it not fafe to truſt their Subjects with 
ſuch a Liberty, leaſt it ſhould minifter to them 
too „ ra to commit Violence and 
Rapine in thoſe diſtant Seas. * 
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12 The State of the Tſland of Jamaica. 
Ass ſoon as Comodore Vernon, who then com? 
manded his Majeſty's Ships on that Station, was 
informed of this Capture ; he ſent the Happy Sloop; 
Capt. Joſeph Laws, to demand the ſaid Ship and Cargo 
ſo illegally taken: tho ſhe was then in Port with the 
Negroes aboard, and the Veſſel that had taken 
her, he was not able to get her reſtored, or 
brought to a fair Tryal ; ſo far were they from 
doing Juſtice, -that at the time when Capt. Laws 
was repreſenting the Matter to the Governor of 
St. Jago, ' on ſeeing the Captain of the Guarda de 
la Coſta paſs by, he demanded him to be taken 
up and try'd for Pyracy ; to which the Governor 
980 no other Reply, than that he was Judge 
there. „ 


IN 1722, his Majeſty's Ship, the Launceſton, 
Capt. Candler, being on a Cruiſe to prote& the 
Inward bound Trade from the Inſults of the Spa- 
niſh Guarda de Ia Coſtas, ſaw a Sail which he ſub 
ected to be one of them; as he was acquainted 
with their Practices, he bore away as if he in- 
tended to avoid her: His Deſign ſucceeded, for 
the other imagining him to be a Merchant Man, 
perſued, and on coming up laid him aboard, but 
was ſoon made ſenſible of their Miſtake. In 
ſearching his Papers, Capt. Candler met with ſe- 
veral that related to a Veſſel, fitted out from Port 
Royal, and bound to Curaſo, which had been miſſing 
Tome Months, and no account could be given of 
her. Soon after they arrived at Jamaica, the 
Maſters of two Ships belonging to Boſton in New 
England, who had been taken by them, gave in 
their Information to the Governor on Oath, on 
which Thirty Nine were 'Tryed, Convicted, and 
Executed; ſome of them, after Sentence was paſſed, 
*2 | con- 
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The State of thy Iſland of Jamaica. 13 
_ confeſſed that they had taken the Veſſel before- 
mentioned ; and that they murdered all the Men 
belonging to her. 1410 5114. e 


Ix has been artfully infinuated by ſome Per- 
ſons, who bear no Good-will to the Iſland, that 
they wefe the firſt Agreſſors, and provoked the 
Spaniards to ſuch kind of Meaſures by way of 
Repriſal or Revenge, the contrary of which js fo 
notorious, as I have already ſhewn, p. 5, 6, 7, 8. But 
as this has made an Impreſſion on many who arc 
not acquainted with what paſſes in that part of 
the World; and have not enquired into the 've- 
racity of what has been very confidently aſſerted 
it is neceſſary to obſerve, that there was nat the 
leaſt Hoſtility committed againſt them, nor an 
Engliſh Pyrate known in the Veſ.-Indies till the 
latter end of the Year 1716. before which time 
it appears by the Lift, and Affidavits in the Ap- 
pendix, that near 30 Sail of Ships were taken, 
and other Hoſtilities were committed by the Sa 
niards. I cou'd wiſh indeed, they had not been 
furniſhed with one ſingle Inftance ; but as J have 
already obſerved the vile Acts of two or three 
Veſſels, which they have ſo induftriouſly taken 
hold of, were not encouraged nor conniv'd at by 
the Goyernment ; nor did they preſume to re- 
turn to any Port or Place on the Iſland. I need 
give no other Proof, than that ſuch of them ( 
as were taken before the Act of Grace, ſuffered 
the Puniſhment the Law preſcribes for ſuch noto- 
rious Ole, 5747 47 1900 1907 DuE S699 
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( Wrackham and bis Gang talen by Capt. Barnet, and othirs 
Executed at Port Royal in 1717, OO?” 0, 
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Irx is likewiſe objected in favour of the Sani- 
ard, that the private Trade with them is prohi- 
bited; and conſequently they have a Right to 
ſeize any Veſſel for breach of their Laws. In 
anſwer to this, you will be pleaſed to oblerve, 
that I have not advanced any thing in Fayour of 
thoſe Veſſels that were ſeized on their Coaſt for 
Trading, and confiſcated on a fair and legal Con- 
viction: Nor have I in the Eftimate of the Loſſes 
ſuſtained by them, ſet down any Thing which 
might give the leaft Surmiſe of that kind. My 
Intention is, to ſhew in a plain and clear ny, 
how. little Regard they have to the Treaties of 
Peace and Commerce between their Britiſþ and 
Catholic Majeſty's, or to the common Rules of 
Juſtice and Honour. And though I am far from 
allowing that there is any Reaſon in this, Argu- 
ment. for confiſcating our Smet, c. neverthelels 
J have avoided any mention of thoſe Veſſels that 
were. ſeized on. their Coaſt on Pretence of Trade, 
or taken in the Bays of Campeachy and Honduras; 
hough the laſt mentioned Places, and ſome of the 
e Veſſels, may reaſonably be conteſted: And 
have often wondered it has not been enquired 
nto and explained, how far they have a Right to 
thoſe Places, ſince they never had any regular 
Settlements there; and our People were diſpoſſeſſed 
of them in time of Peace. If their Pretenſions 
are not well grounded, then of Conſequence the 
Captures they have made on that Account are il- 
legal, and they ought to make Reſtitution. 


-7Trrs Trade to Campeachy, had its Riſe from 
the decay of Privateering ; for after the Peace 
with Spain in 1667. the Privateers, who liv'd 

upon the Plunder and Booty they nee 
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the War, were put to their ſhifts, having pro- 
dig: lly ſpent what they got; and wanting Sub- 
Mence, ſome of them went to Petit Guavas, on 
the Ifland of Hiſbaniola, where a conſiderable 
Number of French, and other Privateers (otherways 
called Buccaneers) were ſeated, and had not then 
ſubmitred, and put themſelves under the Subjection 
of the Crown of France ; but the more induſtrious 
Sort of them went and ſettled in the Bay of Cam- 
peachy; for having often cruiſed near Champeton 
River, where the Spaniards cut Logwood, and by 
that means becoming acquainted with the Value 
of it, and the Knowledge of the Trees, it put 
them on ſearching other parts of the Continent, 
till they found out the Lagune of Triſt, which was 
ſome time before the Peace in 1667.” After that, 
whenever they were diſappointed of a Prize, or 
other Booty, ſome of them would lade their Ships 
with Logwood, which was then very valuable, 
and carry it to Jamaica, The Spaniards had not 
then frequented that Place, nor ever had any Set- 
tlement there, though they attempted it ſome Years 
after that Peace, when they diſpoſſeſſed the Engliſp 
(who were ſettled there) but they ſoon deſerted 
ir. Our People then took Poſſeſſion of it again, 
= but have often been diſturbed by the Spaniards, 
= who made Prizes of their Shipping whenever they 
could overcome them, particularly in-the Year 1718, 
and in 1724, when they took upwards of 20 Sail 
each time, and drove the People on Shoar from 
their Settlements. 

Ir will not be improper to obſerve, that be- 
fore the Enghſþ ſettled in the Bay of Campeachy, 
| Logwood was generally ſold from 90 to 110 J. 

per Ton, which is very credible, if we wier 
N 2 ** | that 


-Y 


that the very Duties (i) payable at Importation; 
was 5Z per. Ton, for many Tears together: And 
as great Quantities are. conſumed in Great Britain, 
by the Dyers, the Reduction of the Price, as well 
as being the Importers, is a conſiderable Advan- 
rage to the Nation ; as it enables us. to. diſpoſe; of 
our Manufactures ſo much cheaper than the Dutch, 
and other Nations, and gonſ{equently greater Quan- 
tities are by that Means exported and conſumed. 


| Tars Trade employ'd above one hundred Sail of 
Ships, and near two thouſand Seamen,including thoſe 
that were ſettled Aſhore ; fo. that on a moderate 
Computation, they could not export leſs than 1 2000 
Tons of Logwood yearly, which at nine Pounds 
per Ton, the Current Price now, (tho vaſtly, ſhort 
of what it was formerly worth, as has been already 
mentioned) amounts to 108, ooo 4. As, the-inci- 
dental Charges centered in our ſelves, what ever 
aroſe from thence, was ſo much gain' d to the Nati- 
on; ſince it was the Product of bare Labour; and 
the People employ d therein, were ſupported with 


the Produce of their own Country. 


| | Tt ; * Fr! © ? 117 ry a. 21K £ 9 u 8 87 ; 
Is it not then worth while to have this Point ſet- 


tled ? and will not that Perſon do an eminent Ser> 
vice to his Country, who is in a Capacity, and will 
be at the Pains of enquiring into it; and (if the 
Spaniards have not an excluſive. Right). of aſſerting 
ours (, to ſo benehicial- a Trades? 


— 


* 
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(i) This Duty was laid the 141% Char. II. when, Logwood was 
valu d at 100 J. per. Ton, and 5. per cent. laid thereon, which i 
51. per T 3 8 | h l 1 wy # 4. , ola 
(>) Vide the 7th Article of the American "Tveity,, in 1670. 
the Euglißs were then in Poſſeſſion of the Bay of Campeacly 
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Nor was the Loſs of ſuch an annual Sum the 
only Damage Great Britain ſuſtain'd, the People 
employed in that Trade being deprived of their 
Livelihood (which was acquired with great Labour, 
and attended with many Hardſhips; an Argu- 

ment that they were reduced to great Extremity, 

before they went into any vicious Courſes) ſome of 
them joined the Pyrates, and others entered into 
the Spaniſh Service. As they were well acquaint= 
ed with the Coaſt of Jamaica, ſeveral bad Conſe- 
quences attended it, beſide the Loſs of à great 
Number of Men. 


Ir is worth conſidering, that the Spaniards never 
were allowed by the Crown of Great Britain, to 
have an excluſive Right to the Continent, or Iſlands 
of America, that were not a&ually poſſeſs'd by 
them, any more than the French, Portugueſe, or a- 
ny other Nation. For there is nothing in the Trea- 
= ty of 1670. that can be conſtrued to allow of ſuch 
= an excluſive Right. The Words, Preeminence, 
Right, or Dominion of either Confederate, in the 
15th Article, having Reſpe& only to the American 
Seas, Channels, or Waters, which they are to have 
and retain, in as full and ample Manner, as may of 
Right belong unto them: But what Right, Oc, can 
be pretended to be thereby yielded to them, of un- 
inhabited Countries or Places, not in their Poſſeſſi- 
on? Or, what Right does this Article give them, 
to any Thing but what belongs to them, that is, but 
what is inhabited by them? * 


Nox is there any Thing in this Treaty, that bars 
the King of Great Britain, or his Subjects, from 
poſſeſſing any Part of the Continent or Iflands of 
America, where no Poſſeſſions were 1 

| | | : em: 
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them. Which being particularly the Caſe of the 
Bays of Campeachy and Honduras, the driving our 

People from thence in Time of Peace, after they 
had been ſettled there many Years, and taking all 

the Ships they found there, and making them Pri- 
zes; is certainly a manifeſt Breach of the Peace, 
and ought to be redreſsd. te 
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THz 7th Article of this Treaty in 1670. ſecures 
to the King of Great Britain, the Sovereignty, Cc. 
of all Places, Cc. he then poſſeſſed in America, 
and which certainly includes the Bay of Campeachy, 
and gives us a juſt Claim, had we no other Pre- 

tentions to it; as it had been ſome Years in the 
Poſſeſſion of the Engliſh, and who were (as I have 
already obſerved) the firſt that ſettled there. It doth 
not imply, that the King of Great Britain, or his 
Subjects, ſhall not poſſeſs any more, or other Parts 
and Places; nor ought this Article, not being re- 
ciprocal, as to the Places in Poſſeſſion of the Sani- 
ards, to be underſtood by Conſtruction, or pro Con- 
ſeſſo, that they had an excluſive Right to all the reſt 
of America: ſince between Nation and Nation, no- 
thing but the expreſs Words of a Treaty ought 
to be deem'd obligatory ; nor ought any 'Thing of 
that Conſequence to be allowed, without being ex- 
preſly agreed to, by the contracting Parties. 


— 
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—— 
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As to the Veſſels that were ſeized on the Coaſt 
of New Spain, on Pretence of Trade, and which I 
am of Opinion, ought to be conteſted ; I mean, 
ſuch as were confiſcated. without a fair and legal 

Conviction, I ſhall only mention the Kenſington, Capt. 
Heury Thornton, which was ſeized, and carried into 
Carthagena. It muſt be owned, ſhe went upon 
that Coaſt, with Intent to Trade; but as ſhe was 
only on the Coaſt when the Spaniards ſeized her, 


"Ss. 
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nothing could be alledged againſt her, but meer 
Conjectures: for as ſhe had not actually traded, or 
broke Bulk, nor entered into any Port where they 
had any Fortifications, Oc. ſhe could not be judged 
guilty of tranſgreſſing the 8th Article of the Trea- 
ty of 1670. by which ſuch Entry is forbid; So that 
their ſeizing of her cannot be juſtified, or ſaid to be 
a legal Proceeding. 5 


Tux Uſage which Mr. Richard Sharp, the Supra 
Cargo, the Maſter, and Men met with, was very 
extraordinary, ſuch as was ſeldom known in Time 
of War; being confined cloſe Priſoners aboard 
f their Men of War, above five Weeks; du- 
ring which Time they were treated with great Se- 
ity, and had not an Opportunity of making 
ale known to the proper Officers. At length 
with Abundance of Difficulty, they got a Letter 
convey'd to the Governor ; who indeed ordered 
= them their Liberty without any Delay, and on 
= their being heard, allowed them to appeal from the 
Sentence of Condemnation that was paſled : bur 
notwithſtanding the Sentence was diſ-allowed of by 
the Preſident of Santa Fee, to whom all Appeals from 
= their Courts are made; the Veſſel and Goods 
BS were apprais'd and fold, and the Prodnce depoſited 
in the Hands of the Royal Officers, till the King of 
Hains Pleaſure ſhould be known. The Owners 
have ſeveral Times ſince apply'd themſelves to the 
Governor of Carthagena, and Preſident of Santa 
Fee, but obtain'd no qther Anſwer, than that they 
muſt make their Application to the Court at Ma- 
drid, nor do they yet know his Catholick Majeſty's 
Pleaſure ; or how the Money is diſpoſed of. It 
is highly reaſonable and neceſſary, that ſuch Caſes 
ſhould be conteſted, and not given up ; in regard to 
the Nature of the Thing it ſelf, as well as to Veſſels, 

0 . thar 
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that may be driven on their Coaſts, by Streſs of 
Weather, or ſome other Accident; which will be 

liable to the ſame Pretence of Trade, and become a 

Prey to their voracious Temper. We have abuny 

dant Reaſon to be apprehenſive of ſuch Uſage, 

from a long Experience of their Behaviour and 

Readineſs to take all Advantages. And may we 
not naturally conclude, that being ſilent on the Oc- 

caſion, will encourage theſe Practices, and be a 
Means of other Encroachments? How often 

have they taken Ergliſh Veſſels, and in a for- 

mal Manner condemned them in their Courts 

of Juſtice, as they are called; for having on 

Board Pieces of Eight, (1) Logwood, and other 

Spaniſh Commodities : without any Confideration 

where they took themin, or in whar Part of the Seas 

the Capture was made; and when ſuch Pretence 
has been wanting, they have not ſtuck at the vileſt 

Methods (n) of compaſſing their Ends? It is well 
known that the South-Sea Company has a Factory 

ſettled at Jamaica, and that they import thoſe Com- 

modities, which are re-exported to Great Britain : 

but admitting they were imported by the private 

Trader; the Veſſel that has not been on their Coaſt, 

but hora fide, takes them on Board at Jamaica, and 

is bound to Great Britain, or fome of his Majeſty's 

Dominions, certainly is not liable to a legal Cap- 

ture, or any other Forfeiture. For doubtleſs when 

Pieces of Eight, or any other Spaniſh Commodity, 

has been landed at Jamaica, and re-laden for Great 

Britain; there is no Difference between the Sani- 

ard: ſeizing of Ships for having them on Board, and 

5 5 their 


COAST 57 


A. s 
Ms 88 3. * * 4 * 4 + : 8 


— 


00 vide the Appendix, W. 1, 7, 8. 
(n) vide the Appendix, Nv. 9, 10, 14, 15. And Sir N. Laws 
Letter to the Governor of the Havanna, No. 11. 
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their landing on the Iſland, or committing any other 
Act of Hoſtility. The Laws of England, that 
prohibit the Exportation of Wool, are as ſtrict as 
well can be conſiſtent with the Law of Nations: 
yet if an Alien Veſſel is taken on the high Sea, 
and brought into one of our Ports, for having 
Engliſh Wool aboard, it would be deem'd a Vio- 
lation of the Treaty with that Prince, to whoſe 
Subjects ſhe belongs, to confiſcate ſuch Ship and 
Goods; eſpecially if it appeared that ſhe had 
not been on our Coaſt, but took it in at ſome 
other Place or Country. Nor indeed, would an 
Engliſh Veſlel in ſuch a caſe, be liable to a Sei- 
ſure, as the Juriſdiction of the Officers of the 


= Cuſtoms extends no farther than our own Coaſt, 
= and within fight of Land. 


THz AG of Parliament, made in the roth and 
11th of King William, forfeits Wool, &c. exported, 
laden, and conveyed ; and every Ship or Veſſel, wherein 
the ſame ſhall be conveyed, that is from England or 
Ireland, with intent to Export them to any Port or 
Place, than what are expreſly mentioned in the 
ſaid Act; and the Ships of War, and armed Veſſels, 
that are appointed to ſeize all Ships and Veſſels, 
exporting thoſe Commodities to Foreign Parts, are di- 
rected to Cruiſe on the Coaſt of England and Ireland, 
and between the North of Ireland and Scotland. 
Nor doth their Power in this or any other Act 
extend farther. Surely the Spaniards cannot 
pretend to a more extenſive Juriſdiction on the 
Seas, than a Nation ſo much more eminent for its 
naval Power ! And if any of their Laws allow of 
ſuch Acts as have been committed by their Guarda 
de la Coſtas, they are contrary to the Law of Nati- 
ons; and a manifeſt Breach of the Peace; more eſ- 
pecially their landing on the Iſland of Jamaica, and 
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plundering the Inhabitants, or ſeizing any Veſſel on 
that Coaſt, or the French Part of Hiſbauiola, on any 


Pretence whatſoever. 


But ſuppoſing that a Ship, that ſhould actually 
export any of the Coin, or any Wool, Oc. out of 
the Kingdom or Dominions of Great Britain, oy 
any Gold or Silver, wrought or unwrought, our of 
the Dominions of the King of Spain; and ſhould 
thereby be liable to a Seizure, by the 15th Article of 


the Treaty made in 1667. for reſtoring Peace and 


Friendſhip between thoſe two Crowns in Europe; 
becauſe it is thereby agreed, that the Laws of the 
reſpective Countries ſhould, in thoſe mentioned' 
Caſes, take place (n). Yet the finding any other 

rohibited Goods, (as Logwood from Spain, or raw 
Hides from England) not expreſly mentioned in 
that Article, ſhall no ways forfeit the ſaid Ship, 
much leſs the reſt of her Lading ; but ſuch prohi- 
bited Goods only ſhall be confiſcated. But there 
can be no Colour for confiſcating a Ship and her 
Lading, that ſhould be found with the proper Coin 
or Bullion, &c. even in the very Ports of the Engliſh 
or Spaniards in America ; becauſe there is not the 
leaſt Mention of any Thing to that Purpoſe, in any 
of the Articles of the ſaid Treaty, in 1670. And 
as that Treaty was expreſly declared by the Pre- 
amble, and other Articles, to be made with Deſign, 
to ſettle a good Agreement between the Engliſh and 
Spaniſh Nations in America; it muſt certainly be 
concluded, from. the Difference between this and 
the other Treaty, in ſuch a material Point, that it 

| n 
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) vide the 15th Article of the Treaty with Spain, in 1667. 
As alſo the 24th and 25th Article of the ſaid Treaty, which ex- 
Plains * hat are meant by prohibited and contraband Goods. 
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was not the Intention of the two contracting Kings, 
that any ſuch Regulation or Reſtriction ſhould take 
place in America, And much leſs if thoſe Commo- 
dities were not ſhip'd from any of the Ports of the 
ſaid Kings, in America, S WE, 


How unreaſonable then will it be, to ſubmit to 
thoſe vile Impoſitions, and tamely bear ſuch a Load 
of Injuries? And what will be the Conſequence - 
of their Proceedings, if they are continued? And 
continued they will be, unleſs ſome Meaſures are 
taken, to put a "_ to them, and to redreſs what 
is pat, How often have we been alarm'd with 
Ships being taken at Sea, and other Miſchiefs 
done by the Pyrates? Yet it may be made appear, 
that moſt of the Damages the Merchawnd have ſu- 
ſtain'd in the Yet Indies, which have generally paſ- 
ſed under-that Notion, were committed by their 
 Guarda dela Coſtas; and that in ſeven. Years Peace, 
the Value of thoſe Damages, exceeded all the 

Loſſes the Iſland of Jamaica, and the Trade of it, 
met with, during the War with France and Spain. 
Our Merchants Ships then went and came under 
Convoy, or ſo well man'd and provided, that 
they were able to diſ-engage themſelves from their 
Privateers; but when the Peace was concluded, 

imagining that they might paſs the Seas with Securt- 

= ty, they provided no more than what were ſufficient 

= to navigate their Ships, and by that Means were 

= eaſily overcome, and made a Prey to thoſe Vik- 

lains, — 858 2 


Tux Trade of Great Britain to Jamaica, is be- 
come ſo precarious, that Ships are obliged to wait 
for Convoy or Company, when they are loaded 

and home ward bound, or be expos'd to imminent 
Dangers. The Conſequence is not only a great 
. 15 Ex- 


- 


24 The State of the Iſland of Jamaica, 
Expence to the Merchants, but it gives the French 
and Dutch an Opportunity of coming earlier into 

Europe, and furniſhing other Nations with thoſe 
Commodities that are the Produce of the Iſlands; 
and the Markets frequently ſuffer, by the large 
Imports that are generally made in Fleets, which 
would be more advantageous, were they to come 
in gradually. LE : 


Ir will be natural to enquire, how, it happen d 
"$2 that ſuch notorious Abuſes, and of ſo long Conti- 
3 nuance, never have yet been repreſented to the 
(+ Miniftry, by the Merchants in general? This I 

can attribute to nothing elſe but the want of pub- 
lick Spirits, which ſeem to be in a Manner totally 
extinguiſhed. The Trade from London and Bri- 
ſtol being generally inſured, and by that Means, 
the Loſs divided among a great Number of Peo- 
le; every one is rather contented to bear his 
Proportion, than be at any Trouble and Expence 
in ſoliciting. The Merchants in Jamaica made 
ſome Steps towards it, notwithſtanding the Diffi- 
culties and Diſcouragements they lay under, in re- 
ard to their remote Situation; but the late Wat 
with Spain, and the State of Affairs ſince, put a 
Stop to it. But ſurely this cannot be an Obje- 
Ron to its being done, as the Continuance of thoſe 
infamous Practices ſhew the Neceſſity of ſome 
Meaſures being taken to ſuppreſs them, and to 
procure full and ample Satisfaction for what is 
paſt. , 


Tay moſt effectual Method that can be taken, to 
redreſs theſe Injuries, will be to authorize the ſe- 
yeral Governors of the Colonies, and their Coun- 
eil, to grant Letters of Repriſal, on due Proof of 
ſuch illegal Captures, and other Pepredations, on 

5 os uy 


T be State of the Iſland of Jamaica. 3 
= his Majeſty's Subjects, by the Spaxiards; after. a 
Demand has been made, for three or fix Months, 
without Reſtitution or Satisfaction. a 


Wurm it is conſidered, the Difficulties, and e- 
ven the impoſlibility of obtaining Redreſs any other 
Way ; fince we have fully experienced the unrea- 
ſonable Delays, and evaſive Anſwers of the Spaniſh 
Governors, and other Officers in America; and 
that his Majeſty's Subjects never obtain'd any 
Manner of Satisfaction, by their Applications to 
them: this Method of Repriſal will appear highly 
reaſonable aud neceſſary, as it is the only one that 
can be effectual; and therefore it is to be hoped, 
that on a proper Repreſentation, it may be appro- 
= ved of, and granted by the Government. For 
= how unhappy muſt be the Condition of that Perſon, 
who falls into the Hands of the Spaniards, though 
he is allowed Council to appear, and ſollicit his 
= Cauſe, (which by the Way has ſeldom been grant- 
ed) when Appeals are made from Place to Place, 
= with no other View, than to tire out the Claimants. 
For Inftance, from Carthageua to Santa Fee, and 
from thence to Madrid. In ſuch Caſe, he muſt be 
oblig'd to drop his Claim, (as ſeveral have done) 
rather than leave his Affairs in America, and come 
co Europe to ſollicit Juſtice, at the Expence of his 
= Time and Money, and Loſs of his Buſineſs, which 
might end in his Ruin, . 

Taz Neceſſity and Reaſonableneſs of grantin 
Repriſals, ſeems to have been foreſeen, by the Dif | 
= ference obſervable, in the Wording the Articles re- 
= lating to Repriſals, in the two Treaties with Spaiz, 
in 1667. and in 1670. In the firſt, if Occaſi- 
on of Complaint be given, Proviſion is made, Ar- 
ticle the 3. That no Letters of Repriſal _ 
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U 1 be granted, till Juſtice has been delay d or deny d a- 
; 8 | þove fix Months, by the Cummiſſioners who ſhould be 
lit appointed to receive and hear ſuch Demands ; but in the 
1B other, by the 14th Article, the King, whoſe Sub- 


14 jects ſuffer Wrong, may upon denial, or delaying 
T1 of Juſtice, grant Letters of Reprizal. In this 
« Article, no Mention is made of appointing Com- 
14 miſſoners to receive and hear the Complaints or De- 
| = wands of the Sufferers, às in the Treaty of 1667. 


Nor is there any /imited Time for the Perſons 
aggrieved to wait for Juſtice or Satisfaction. But 
the King, whoſe Subjects are injured, may (im- 
mediately upon the firft Denial of Juſfice, if he 
pleaſe, for any Thing there ſaid to the contrary) 
grant Letters of Reprizal, or to take any Courſe 
eonfiſtent with the Law of Nations, until Satisfaction 
be made the Sufferers. Which Difference between 
the two Treaties muſt undoubtedly have been 
made, by the Former's having Reſpe& to Europe, 
where Redreſs might be more eaſily obtained ; 
but the Latter's reſpecting America, where if Juſtice 
be at firſt denied, it was look'd upon as too ex- 
penſive and endleſs to have Recourſe to any other 
way but that of Reprizal. 2 


Tux Inhabitants of Jamaica have the moſt 
grateful Impreſſion of his Majeſty's Goodneſs, in 
maintaining five Men of War to attend that Sta- 
tion in time of Peace; though it is certain they 
did not in all Reſpects anſwer the End deſigned: 


| For as they generally conſiſted of Ships of 40 Guns, 
£14 they drew ſo great a Draught of Water, as ren- 
1 dered them incapable of following ſmall Veſſels 


among Shoals and Keys, which put the Country 
w under the Neceſſity of fitting out two Sloops, as 
wo they did for ſome Years at a conſiderable Expence, 
to prevent any further Depredations, though * 
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did not prove altogether effectual; and the Re- 
venues were under ſo many Incumbrances, that 
the Inhabitants were fcarcely able to ſupport 
W themſelves under ſuch heavy Taxes as were laid 
to difcharge theſe and other Exigencies of the 
Government, efpecially after fo dreadful a Cala- 
mity as happened in 1722, which they have not, 
nor will be able to recover in ſome Years. 


Havinc ſhewn you, SIR, in what manner 
his Majeſty's Subjects are treated and inſulted by 
the Spaniards, in the Weſt-Tudies, and that in time 
of Peace they ſuffer all the Calamities of War: 
It is now incumbent on me, to point out ſome _ 
other Grievances that obſtruct the Settlement of 
an Ifland, which for its valuable Produce, and 
commodious Situation for Trade or War, deſerves 
all the Encouragement that can be given it. It 
is computed, that above two hundred Sail of Ships, 
and near five thoufand Seamen, are employ'd in 
E this Trade; and that the Produce of the Iſland, 
in one Year, has amounted to 25000 Hogſheads 
of Sugar, beſide great Quantites of Indigo, Gin- 
ger, Cotton, Piemento, and other valuable Com- 
Wy modities; and as there are vaſt Tracts of uncul- 
Wy tivated Land, how greatly might it be improved, 
and his Majeſty's Cuſtoms encreaſed thereby? 
but that cannot be expected under their preſent 
= Circumſtance ; and therefore it is neceſſary that 
every Impediment to it ſhould be removed. Iv 
Norder to this, if I may preſume to offer my Opi- 
nion, ſome Meaſures ſhould be taken to redreſs 
the Injuries which they have ſuſtained by the 
= Spaniards ; and to prevent them for the future. 
As alſo for the better Peopling of the Iſfand, the 
ITrade to the Coaſt of New Spain ſhould be en- 
couraged and protected; and the Practice 1 
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Foreigners touching at that Iſland on pretence of 


wanting Wood or Water, but with a Deſign to 


Trade, prevented. I ſhall make it appear to 
be a manifeſt Injury to the fair Trader; and 
that his Majeſty's Cuſtoms are, and will be much 


more impaired thereby. Whatever Views ſome 


Perſons may have in diſcouraging the private 
Trade from Jamaica to the Coaſt of New Spain; 
thoſe who are diſ-intereſted will allow, that Great 


Britain has gained very conſiderable Advantages ' 
thereby; and that it is for the publick Intereſt 


it ſhould be ſupported. Whether the preſent 


Method of carrying on that Trade, be more or 


leſs beneficial to the reſpective Traders, is not the 
only Point we ought to have in view: In the 
Eſtimate of any Branch of Trade, the Quantities 
of Britiſh Manufactures exported, and the num- 
ber of Ships and Seamen employed therein, are to 
be conſidered. The Trade to Africa, ſince it 
was laid open, has been much more beneficial to 
the Nation, though, the Profits do not riſe ſo high 
to the Adventurers, than it was when excluſive, as 
it employs ſix times the Number of Ships and i 
Seamen ; and the Quantities of Britiſh Manu- Þ 
factures exported and conſumed are in proportion. 
It is alſo worth conſidering, that the Aſſiento is 
but temporary; and if we argue from the Con- 
duct of the Saniards in Europe, as well as in the 
Weſt-Indies, it is very probable after this is ex- 
pired, another will not be granted to the Engliſh ; 
and conſequently the Trade can then be only car- 
ried on in a private way, as it was before this 
Aſſiento was thought of. But if the private 


Trade be wholly diſcouraged, it may never hap- 


pen to be retrieved, ſince every one is ſenſible 
how difficult it is to regain any loſt Branch of 


Trade: Nor can it be fairly ſaid to be a Diſad- 


vantage 
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= vantage to the South Sea Company, . ſince they are 
limited in the Tonage of Goods, which they are 
licenſed to import into New Spain in their annu- 
al Ships ; and therefore any Diminution of the 
Engliſh private Trade will proportionably augment 
that of the French, Dutch, and other Nations ; but 
cannot encreaſe that of the South Sea Company. 


TH ar Trade was the chief Support of the Iſland 
of Jamaica; nor can it otherways ſubſiſt, without 
being a very conſiderable Expence to Great Britain, 
in maintaining a number of regular Forces to 


ſecure it: For as it viſibly declines every Year, it 


is much to be feared, that unleſs ſome Meaſures 
are ſpeedily taken to prevent it, it may on a 
Rupture with France or Spain, fall into the Hands 
of its vigilant and potent Neighbours. 


Wrar I have here ſuggeſted, will appear too 
well grounded, when we conſider what vaſt Im- 
provements the French have made in their Settle- 
ments on the Iſland of Hiſpaniola; and the En- 
couragement that is given them by the Court of 
France, On the other Hand, it is well known 
what an implacable Enmity the Spaniards bear to 
it, as it was conquered from them, and has been 
a Thorn in their Sides in all the Wars we have 
had fince with that Nation, The Envy and 
Grudge they bear to it, is an Argument of its 
Value, and a ſufficient Reaſon, for a more than 
ordinary caution for its Preſervation. In the 
late War with thoſe Powers, and ſometime after 
the Peace, there ſeldom were leſs than 3ooo Sea- . 
men belonging to the Iſland; the Number now 
does not exceed 500, including thoſe employ'd in 
the South-Sea-Company's Sloops 3 and the Inhabi- 
rants in general are ſo much decreas'd, that it is 
not proper to be mentioned. Nn 
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Tux Afembly have done all that lay in their 
Power to encourage People to go over and ſettle 
there: And an AQ was lately tranſmitted by his 
Grace the Duke of Portland, the preſent: Governor, 
for his Majeſty's Approbation; Wale, An Aci 
zo encourage the Settling the North Eaſt Part of the 
Nand. y this Act, 30000 Acres of Land 
are veſted in the Crown, to be diſtributed among 
uch Perſons as ſhall go over and ſettle the ſame, 
viz. 30 Acres to every White Perſon in Family, 
and in proportion to every free Negro and Mu- 
latto. The Act likewiſe makes a Proviſion for 
their Subſiſtance for ſix Months, and exempts them 
from all Taxes for ſeven Years. 


Tur part of the Iſland, commonly known by 
the Name of Port Antonio, but now called Portland, 
is commodious for Trade and Shipping, as well 
as Planting; and the Settlement of it will be an 
Advantage to the Crown in the Duties that will ariſe 
from the Product of ſo large a Tract of Land, 
which may be very conſiderable in a few Lears: 
It will alſo ſtrengthen the Iſland, and be a Se- 
curity to the North Side of it, which lies very 
much expoſed to the Enemy in War, and te the 
Inſults of the Pyrates, and the Spaxiſh Guarda 
de Ia Coſtas in time of Peace. Here Veſſels that 
are Homeward bound through Cape Maes and Cape 
Nichola, when chaſed by an Enemy, or in an 

kind of Diſtreſs, may meet with Succour, whi 

they will probably fail of before they can-reach 
Port Royal. It will likewiſe be convenient 
for his Majeſty's Ships that Cruiſe between the 
ſaid Capes for the Protection of Trade, and be 
an Awe to St. Jago and Trinadado, thoſe Neſts 


of Pyrates, otherways called Guarda de la Coſtas, as 
8 15 1 
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it is within a few Hours fail of both thoſe Places. 
The Harbour is not to be excelled by any in the 
World, the Channel into it being fo narrow, 
that two Ships cannot conventently enter abreaft ; 
and a ſmall Iſland (containing about 90 Acres of 
Land) lies at the Mouth of it, whereon a Town and 
Fortification is to be built that will command any 
thing going in or out: Three fine Rivers run into 
it, and *tis capable of receiving 200 fail of Ships, 
which may ride in three Fathom and half to nine 
Fathom Water, ſecurely in all Weathers. An 
Inftance of this we had in Auguſt 1722. The 
Night before the dreadful Hurricane, two Sloops 
put in there on ſome apprehenſions of bad Wea- 
ther, and rode out the Storm; when at the ſame 
time forty odd fail of Ships were loſt at Kingſton 
and Port Royal, which are generally allow'd to be 
good Harbours. | 


TRE Soil is fertile, and capable of producing 
any thing that grows in the Yeſt-Indies ; and as 
there is great plenty of Fiſh, wild Fowl, and Hogs, 
no Encouragement is wanting that may reaſona- 
W bly be expected by new Settlers. Nor is it to be 

| doubted, that an Act of ſo great Importance, and 
for the general good of the Iſland, will meet with 
his Majeſty's Approbation. 1 


Wren the Iſland was conquered by the Engliſh, 
they found the Spaniards ſettled on the South Side; 
which was more convenient for them, in regard to 
a nearer Communication with the main Continent 3 
and for the Galloons and Huta, that generally touched 
there for Refreſhment. As the firſt Eli Inha- 
bitants had Towns and Plantations ready ſettled, 
they thought proper to fix there for that Reaſon ; 
as alſo the commodious Situation for 1 

e, oy orto- 


* 
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Porto-bello and Carthagena: Though in proceſs of 
Time, when the Iſland became better ſettled, and old 
Plantations worn out, ſome Attempts were made 
for ſettling this part of the Iſland wherein are 

found ſo many Advantages. But as the rebelli- 
ous Negroes were ſeated near it, and had cut 
off ſeveral Families; and the Place was very much 
expoſed to the Enemy in War, and the Pyrates 
and Guarda dela Coſtas in time of Peace; it was 
found impracticable to be done but by a number 

of People going there W.. and by a Fortifi- 
cation to be raiſed and maintained at the publick 

Expence. This Conſideration moved the Aſſem- 
bly to paſs that Act, and give ſuch Encourage- 
ment as they have done for People to go there 
and ſettle, as they find by experience it is not 

racticable on any other Place. The diſtance 
— Kingſion is about 70 Miles, 76 from Pont 
Royal, and 88 from St. Jago-dela-vega, commonly 

called Spaniſh Tn | _—_ 


As to Foreigners touching at that Iſland, on 
pretence of wanting Wood and Water, or having 
met with ſome Accident, but with deſign to 
Trade, it has been a notorious Practice for ſome 
Years. On their Arrival they apply to the Go- 
vernor in a plauſible manner, and obtain a Li- 
cenſe to ſupply their pretended Occaſions : When 
they have accompliſhed their Deſigns in making 
Contracts, they repair to ſome other Place on or 
off the Iſland, and deliver large Quantities of 
Goods, which are clandeſtinely brought into Port, 
and Sold; as they are generally paid for them in 
Specie, the Iſland is drained of its Currency, great 
Quantities of Bullion are carried away, which 
would otherways be exported to Great Britain, 
his Majeſty's Cuſtoms are impaired, the conftant 
| | tra- 


1 
rat 
- 


Rat Lent \..s 9210 

ITbe Sate of the Iſland of Jan 32 
trading Ships from London and Briſeo hurt in 
their Freiglits; and the fair Trader diſcouraged, 
in that they are able to underſell chem in thoſe 
Commodities which they import, "at Teaſt 25 per 
Cut. having them at firſt Hand, and not paying 


any Eugliſß Duties. 
ere 


- 


$ 
* 9 5 


Tus Abuſes in Trade, are not only com- 
. 9 . . 
plain d of by the Merchants in general at Jamai- 
ca; but were repreſented by the Committee of 
Grievances, 'in their Report to the Aſſembly of 
that Iſland, among other things of a more heinous 
Nature: As will appear by an atteſted Copy of 


their Minutes in the Appendix, Ne. 16. 


: 


* - 


= TI cannot give you a better Idea of the unhappy 
= Poſture of Aﬀairs in that Tſland, in reſpe& to 
Trade, than is repreſented in the following Ex- 
tract of a Letter from thence to a Merchant in 
London, dated Sept. 22d. 1727. 95 


For a Trade to — or ſome other Spanif 
Port is the only thing I can think of to prevent 
a Calamity that hangs over us; I mean raiſing 
of our Exchange. Tou are ſo much Maſter of 
thar Argument, that T will not take up your time, 
in telling you the Conſequences that will inevita- 
_ bly flow from ſuch an alteration of Exchange: 
But I do aſſure you within theſe two Days, I have 
been offered 40 per Cent. for a Sterling Bill of 450 /. 
* Theſe are ſome of the bleſſed Fruits of fraiſing 
Pieces of Eight to ten Ryals : I expect &re long 
our heavy Money will mount to 75. 3 4 per ox. 
am told, that 7s. 2 d. has been given already. 
One would think, that ſuch Strokes as theſe 
„ ſhould' awaken every Man in Eigland, who has 
: any-Intereft in Jamai eum. 
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Tut Dutch carry off our Money; the! Sani- 
ards dare not deal with the private Trader, and 
the Sout h- Sea- Company buy no Negroes. While 
Things are at this unlucky paſs, whence! can we 
expect a ſupply of Money? Or ho is it poſſible 
the Trade to this Iſland can be ſupported, or 


8 


carried on to any Advantage? 


Tus Complaints in this Letter are ſo juſtly 


grounded, and ſo evident to thoſe that have any 


| Notions of Trade, that very little need be ſaid 


to enforce them. The raiſing of their Money, is 


not only a manifeſt Breach of an Act of Parlia- 
ment for ſettling the Coin in the Colonies, but 
alſo the municipal Laus of the Country; wherein 
Pieces of Eight of 17 put. are aſcertained and 
limited at five Shillings, and other Pieces in pro- 


portion. Yet a Practice hath prevailed ſo much 


of late Years, that Pieces of Eight of an uncertain 
Weight, now paſs current in tale at ten Ryals, or 
65. 3 d. each, If this be allowed of, where will 


it end? for by the ſame Rule that they are 


raiſed to 65. 3 d. in a Year or two they ma 
mount to 75. 6 d. or 105. and as they riſe, ſo 
u ill other Commodities in proportion. How in- 
jurious ſuch a Proceedure will "be to Trade in 
general, and 1n particular to thoſe that have Debts 
already contracted in the Iſland ; is ſo plain and 
evident, that I need. not give a detail ef the 
Conſequences that may juſtly be apprehended 
will ariſe from it: for certainly whatever the Mo- 
ney may be raiſed above its intrinſick Value, as 


aſcertained by Law, will be ſo much loſs to the 


Merchants, who inſtead. of receiving their full 
Debt, in Fact will not have more than 13 or 145. 
in 20. beſides the difference of Exchange between 
17 8 0 | 5 Ler- 


of 
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Sterling and Spaniſh Money. We have ſeen how in- 
jurious ſuch a Scheme has been to Neu- England, 
Carolina, and other Countries, that one'would think 
they were enough to deter them from it, and a- 
larm every Man; who has any Intereft in, or Re- 


I canxor conclude, without taking Notice likes 
wiſe, that the Inhabitants of Jamaica, are very 
much diſquieted at its being ſuggeſted, lately, that 
they have not a Right to the Habeas Corpus AR. In 
= Anſwer to this, it is neceſſary to obſerve, that 
= Writs of Hubeus Corpus were always granted by the 
Common Law, before that Statute was made; and 
= that Magna Charta declares the Subject entituled ro 
it: the Act was only made to oblige the Judges to 
grant it, and the Officers to obey it, leaſt the 
Pear of offending Governors and great Men, might 
terrify and keep ſuch from doing their Duty, as 
held their Offices during Pleaſure. . 


= Wrartver may be.the Reaſon, there is not a- 
ny ſuch Act in force in the Colonies, it cannot 
from thence be concluded, that they are not enti- 
tuled to what Magna Charta declares to be the Right 
of the Subject under Engliſh Government: or, 
that their not having ſuch an Act confirmed to 
W them, leaves all his Majeſty's Subjects in thoſe 
Parts, to the Mercy of arbitrary Governors; even 
N "weak 'the Crime is not capital; or againft ths 
oy re ug / vo Bute e 


WIN it is èonſſdered how remote the Colonies 
are to Great Britain, eſpecialy the Iſland of 
Jamaica; it cannot be thought reaſonable that a- 
ny Governor ſhould be inveſted with fuch an un- 

"IN EC 2 e limitted 
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=. _ limitted Power, in regard to the Length of Time, 
before the Perſon aggrieved can have an Anſwer 
do his Complaint ; in Caſe of an ill Uſe being made of 
fluch a Truſt. And therefore it becomes all thoſe. who 
have any Intereſt in, or Regard to the Colonies, to 
uſe their Endeavours for obtaining a Point ſoeſſential 
to their Happineſs ; which, if not effected, to what 
. anunhappy Paſs may they be reduced ! Is it not na- 
_ tural to fear, that their Properties may by this 
Means be wreſted from them, by an arbitrary ra- 
1 Governor? Or that their Healths and 
Lives may be endanger'd,. by a tedious Impri- 
ſonment, in a hot Climate, before they poſſibly 
145 N Order from his Majeſty, for their 
JJ „ i nyAÞ, 
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: Ir the natural born Subjects of the Crown of 
Great Britain, by removing to the Colonies, forfeit- 
d their Pretentions to what they are entituled to 
— Birth; have we not juſt Grounds to be appre- 
henſive, they will ſome Time or other be deſert- 
ed: and that Jamaica in particular,  ſurround- 
ed by potent and inveterate Enemies, may fal 
into the Hands of its old Maſters, the Spani- 
ard, who never taſted the Sweets of Eugliſb Li- 
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WIIIE Great Britain enjoys ſo many hleſſings 

that flow from the Reign of a mild and indulgent 
Prince; whoſe greateſt Glory is the Happinels 

of his People: it cannot be ſuppos'd, that fo jut iſ 

and reaſonable a Claim will not be granted on « iſ 
proper and becoming Application; as they are e- 
qually his faithful Subjects, beneficial to the State, 

and deſcended from the ſame Original. Nor can ue 
. .. Juſfly doubr the Favour of the Miniſtry, who are 
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more eminent for having aſſerted the Rights and 
W Liberties of their Country, when the hey ere violent- 
y attack d by the Enemies to our antun 
chan the high Stations they bear; the, juſt Rewar 
of their Zeal for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and of 


s 2 S 


their unſhaken Virtue ! 
2 \NotiwrttisranpiNG all that has. han aid, 7 am 
W conſcious! of not having deſcribd ſo fully and pa- 
4 chetically,” as might have been, the unhappy State 
and Condition of that ineſtimable Colony nor | 
m6tld F have attemptèd it, had it not beęn ne 

4 lected hy thoſe, who Are much. better qualified . or 
fuck an Undertaking. But it was high Time the 
i Curtains ſho uld be drawn {though [mperfedly) and 
Hi diſtover i in' 0 me 9 vj the lowring Clouds. that 
F reaten its Deſolation. There 
are a concurrent Circumſtances, tending to 
it, that 1 ſome immediate Care be taken, its 


I Cataſtroph e may. be ragt ſooner, and more, fatal 
chan we Nehm to be 


E ware. of. I beg leave to, 
mention one more, a8 the higheſt C {pence 
to them; the municig at ws of the. Iſland: expired 
in October” e 


Et © dM Io fo unhappy ,. not 

| have z 85 SY: the A 140 4 of and e 
W that FR thoſe, Laws, and makes his Majeſty's, 
= Revenues there erb petual.” An Order, indeed, 
was fers over ko th e Goyeraar, to aſſent to an Act, 
for re ving them Tor, © e Tear, : that the, other, 
might 55 ore ful TT: f Pdiof;.a and. w hen that, 
Yer was near e Ire frech, N Oger 7 Lene 


to che Tame Purpoſe. By v what Mie fins NA 
pened; -I will nor take upon mh 0 fay, bur +1} 1. the 5 
Year 1724. the Time was ela fr CON on 
and we underſtand by the * Let hence, 
vhich'ars dated the 12 of — that te 
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Bill for recenacting thoſe Laws, was not paſſed, ſo 
that they. had been without any judicial Proceed- 
ings, from the 1ſt of OHober, to the Date of thoſe 
Advices, and probably might be longer; e 
the ſecond. Order had. Heap el *rhere a org 
time. ö # COARSE * 


Tuars annual Tenure of We n may be 
of pernicious "Conſe uence, not an i in regard 
to the Courts of Juſtice, which have been inter- 

5 ped and cannot be holden for want of ſuch an 

being in Force; but alſo to the white Servants 
and Negroes, who are ſenſible of, and may take the 
Advantage f the ſeve: al Laws being iu lng that 
5 12 made to keep them in que Order and Sub jecti⸗ 
All the Advices from thence, of late, are 
Fat of Com plajnrs,, of. their diſtreſſed Condition, i in 
thoſe and Toile other ee which aer ener 
| too well grounded. mi Bel elan 288. 

The CinaReicy' we ae "Hand of. « Jamgica, to 
the Crown of Great, Britain, is manifeſted in the 
Care and Tendernet 15 the Minift ſtry have ſnewn for 
in on all Occaſions, that came before them : and 
as their Vigilance, and unwearied Appligatian 
for the Service of their Country, are conſpicu- 
ous in every, Part of their Adminiſtration, we 
have abundant Reaſon to be aſſured of all. the 
Juſtice and Service i in their P Power ;. wheneyer the 4 
| Grievances are fully and clearly repreſegted to 
them. © With this, and no other View, J have pre- 
ſumed, * to. lay them before you, in Hopes that 
| ey y will furniſh you with ſome Hints, which may 
be uſeful to an 1 and, that has, had many Inſtan- 
ces of your - Favour ; ; As. well as to Trade _ Na- 


Yo gation, Which bh Ling] Lg ee 


3 | * 
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promoted, with a Zeal becoming one of the Re- 
proſenratives of Great Britain, anda true Loyer of 
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1 7 OREOVER the Treaty of nade b 
tween the Crowns of Great Britain and 
Spain, for preventing all Differences, reſtrainin 


© Right, Sufferance, or 1 


A ſtarled in America, it pleaſed the moſt ſerene and pow- 
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Eura of the xt Article, of the Treay 


with Spain, concluded at 


Utrecht, 27 
1713. 3 : pt 


3 
4 * 4 


1670. made be 


Depredations, and eftabliſhing Peace between the 


ſaid Crowns, in America, is again ratified and con- 


firmed, without any Prejudice however, to any Con- 
tract, or other Privilege or Leave, granted by his 
Catholick Majeſty, to the Queen of Great Britain, 
Or her Subjects, in the late Treaty of Peace, or in 
the Contract of Aſſiento, as likewiſe without Pre- 
judice to any Liberty or Power, which the Subjects 
of Great Britain enjoyed before, either through 
dulgence. 


Ser- - e W c e EE 


A Treaty for compaſing Differences, _ 

ing of Depredations,. and eftabliſhing of 
Peace in America, between the Crowns of 
Great Britain and Spain, concluded at Ma- 
drid, 7he 2 Day of July, in the Tear 
of 017 Lord 1670, ” | | 


Preface, V | HEREAS for many Tears paſt, the 


good Underſtanding and Correſpondence 
between the Engliſh and Spaniſh Nations having been 


erfal 
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l Prince Charles, King of Grear Britain, Oc. in 
order rb the reſtoring and regulating the ſame. fur the fu-, 
William Godolphin, "Knight ; with full Authority. and 
Power to make auyTreaty convenient and proper for that End ; 
And likewiſe the moſt ſerene and powerful Charles, King. 
e Spain, Cc. and the Queen Regent Maria Anna, 
= &c.for tbe carrying on a Work of ſo much Piety aud ae. 
lik Good, deputed on their Part, the Earl of Penaran- 
5 da, Counſellor of. State, and P refident of -the Indies, t, 
© confer, treat, and conclude thereupan, with the ſaid 4 
William Godolphin: At leugth they mutually; reſoly 8125 
and agreed upon the Articles of the Follows ns Treat) AR, 
5 Virtus of: their ſeueral Cmmiſſious. 3 Haie, Sog ni 
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5 ne 1. 2 Bals tInt Bas b erty 
F. It is agreed be- . 
tween the above menti- Me Treaty of 1667. con- 
oned Plenipotetitiaries Sir Mil. Fim. 
liam Codolphin, and the Earl of -» A bes winni N 
Penaranda, in the Names of the moſt ſerene Kings 
reſpectively, their Maſters, that the Articles of 
Peace and, Alliance, made between the Crouns o 
Great Britain and Spain, in Madrids on the z+. of 
May, 1667. or any Clauſe thereof, ſhall in no 


Convention and-Artieles, or do any Thing therein 

contained. 11510028 "KS x 9 | 

* 5 Hart 125 Het K: 7 en | 

bus Ii 93 16. 229315, II. aa 2: mT lk Nov 
Tua r there be an univer-- 4#, Univerſal, Peace, ws 

Amity in America, as in the 242 07 
A111 other 
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other Parts of the World, between the moſt ſe⸗ 


rene Kings of Great Britain and $ Spain, their Heirs 


and Succeſſors, and between the Kingdoms, States, 


Pfantations; Colonies; Forts, Cities, Iſlands, and 
Dominions, without any Diſtinction of Place, be- 
longing unto either of them, and between the Peo- 

ple and Inhabitants under their reſpective Obedi- 
ence, which ſhall endure from this Day for exer, 
and be obſerved inviolably, as well by Land as)by 
Sea, and freſh Waters, ſo as to promote each the 


Welfare and Advantage of the other, and favour 


and aſſiſt one another with mutual Love; and that 


: every where as well in thoſe remote Countries as 


in theſe- which are nearer, the faithful Offices of 


good Neighbourhood, and Friendſhip may be ex- 
ercis d and increaſed between * 


5 Na that for he Time t to 


A Enmities and _—_ come; all Enmities, Hoſtilities, 


aui 70 naß. and Diſcords between the ſaid 

„ 2. » 2» Kings, their Subjects, and In- 
kabftants, ceaſe, and be aboliſhed: And, that both 
Parties do 8 nd, abſtain from. all 
Plundering, Dep n, Injuries, and Infeſtati- 
on whatſoever, as well by Land as by Sea, and n 


IV. Ba. | 604 
HY Tur faig Gs ſas Kiegs 
Letters ef Mart revoked. hal take Care that their Sub- 

jects do accordingly abſtain 
from all Force and Wo doing : And they ſhall re- 
voke all Commiſſions and Eetters of Repriſal and 
Mart, or otherwiſe” containing Licence to take 
Prizes, of what Condition or Kind ſoever, being 


o the Prejudice of the one or other of the ſaid 
Kings 
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Kings, or of their Subjects; whether the ſame 
5 75 been given or 8 ranted hy them, unto Sub- 
jects or Inhabitants; or unto Strangers; and 
declare the ſame to be void, and of no force, "25. 
by this Treaty of Peace they are declared ſo tobe: 
And whoſoever ſhall do any 

Thing to the contrary, he ſhall” Reſtitution ſor Tdh en- 
be puniſhed, not only crimi- mien rr 
nally,” according to the Meriet vf 
of his Offence, but ſhall alſo be cbmpelled to N 
Reftitutipn and — for _ eps to the 


5 N Shinkeviciine): ab aid 

Kings ſhall renounce, as by 2 i f 
the Tenor of theſe Preſents.” this Peace. - 
every of them hath and doth a 
renounce} whatſoever League, Once "yp 
pitulat ion, and Intelligence, made by what mk, 
ner ſoever, in the Prejudice of the one or the 
other, which doth or may repugn ' againſt this 
Peace: and Concord, and all and ſingular the Con- 
tents thereof: All which and every of them, ſo far 
as they do concern the Effect aforeſaid, they ſhall 
annul and make void, and declare to be of no F orce 


$7 
on a 


or Moment. 
11 5 4 
a ended Sides; 5 N 
one and all, of what Degree e ant 
or Condition ſoever, detained T 
by Reaſon of any Hoſtilities hitherto 2 


in America, ſnall be forthwith ſet at Liberty, with. 
out b Ranſom, or any other Price ig their A 


To wt fe el Henn 
_— 4 +4 » {4 4 +* * # : — 
v7 i TIE eee 2 e eng VII. 


221 
4, 


= —— 
— " => * 
1 = 


— 
— 
— 


| 44 The Sap of the 2 


| ; i TI: 2029008 © 2139 ri, 1175115 OY £4 2 
i ae 51115 Morte * Ve ' VII. PER * De} | 
4 > ont: OL 7 Dna. Dae 4 
At e ies 1 be ft Loſſes; Injuries, which the Na- 
80 tions and People of Great Bri-' 
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— ; 61.1 52181 "2 
NY tain and Spain, have at any 
Tiwe heretofore, upon what Cauſe or Pretext ſoe - 
ver, ſuffered by each other in America, ſhall be ex- 
punged out of Remembrance, and _ ne eur 
vion, as if a0 gab Bug had ever . [10 
81 2510.1 21 If | 
ata earn it is g 5 
e that the moſt ſerene King of 
8 Great Britain, his Heirs and 
; Succeſſors, ſnall have, hold, and 
enjoy for ever, with plenary Right of Soveteignty,' 
Dominion, ,  Poſleſſion,. and Pre opriety, all thoſe 
Lands, Regions, Iſlands, W 1 and Places 
whatſoeyer,. eng en ficuated in the æſ Indies or 
* any other Part of America; which the ſaid King 
reat B, Hain, and his Subjects do at preſent 
hold and po eſs; ſo as that in Regard: thereof, or 
upon any Colour or Pretence whatſoeverputiing 
more may or ought to be: urged, nor: any; Qnefti- 
on or Controverſy e's Wer moved e the 
lame hereafter. 0) 518) D bus Dior DART itt Int 


3a9molMk 3 ; 
VIII. 

Sailing to, or trading i in, _ 122 Subjects and Inhabi- 

each others Ports in Ame- rants, Merchants, Captaii us, 
rica forbidien. 8 „ Ships, Marihers of 
the Kingdoms, Provinces, and 

Dominio quan each Confederate reſpecively,ſhall ab- 
ſtain and forbear to ſail and trade; in the Ports and 
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Havens which have Fortifications, Gaſtles, Maga - 
zZines or Warehouſes, and in all other Places what- 
ſoerer, — * the other Party in the Meſt · 


Indies . 


— 3 
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Indies, to wit, The Subjects of che. King of Great 


Britain ſhall not Sail unto, and Trade in the Ha- 


vens and Places which the Catholick King holdeth 
in the ſaid Indies : Nor in like manner, ſhall the 
Subjects of the King of Spain Sail unto, or Trade 
in thoſe Places which are poſſeſſed there by the 
King of Great Britains. 11075 


Bur if at- any time here 
after, either Kings ſhall think Except by Licenſe. 
fit to grant unto the Subjects 1 
of the other, any general or particular Licenſe or 
Privileges of Navigating unto, and trading in any 
Places under his Obedience who ſhall grant the 
ſame ; the ſaid Navigation and Trade ſhall be 
exerciſed and maintained according to the Form, 
Tenor, and Effect of the ſaid Permiſſions or Pri- 
vileges to be allowed and given; for the 'Secu- 
rity, Warrant, and Authority whereof, this preſent 
Treaty and the Ratification thereof ſhall ſerve. 
\ 2 2942 e 20k ono in nee co 

Ix . is alſo agreed, That in %%% fle obips of this 
caſe the Subjects and Inhabi- pany be forted into be 
rants of either of the Confe- other's proves Ame- 
derates, with their Shipping rica; they fall be pro- 
(whether Publick and of War, r 
5 | | buy Victuals, and freely go 
or Private and of Merchants) yay again. 
be forced at any time, -thro' 
ſtreſs of Weather, purſuit of Pyrates and Ene- 
mies, or other Inconvenience whatſoever; for the 
ſeeking of Shelter and Harbour, to retreat and 
enter into any of the Rivers, Creeks, Bays; Ha- 
vens, Roads, Shores, and Ports belonging to the 
other in America, they ſhall be received and treat- 
ed there with all Humanity and Kindneſs, and 
enjoy all friendly Protection and Help. 8 
3 45 Z a 
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Mall be lawful for them to refreſh and provide 
.themſelves at reaſonable and the uſual Rates with 
Victuals, and all Things needful, either for the 
Suſtenance of their Perſons, of Reparation of their 
Ships, and convenieney of their Voyage; and 
they ſhall in no manner: be detained or hindered 
from returning out of the ſaid: Ports br Roads, 
but ſhall remove and depart when and whither 
they pleaſe, without any Let or Impediment. 


N LIE EwWISs E if any Ship be- 
I longing to either Confederate, 
Perſons ſaved not tobe „ r . 

hep Priſobers., , their People and Subjects, 
5 2-2 =>, ſhall within the Coaſts or Do- 


o 
* 


minions of the other, ſtick upon the Sands; or be 
wrack'd (which God forbid) or ſuffer any Da- 
mage, the Perſons Shipwrack'd and caſt on the 
Shore, ſhall in no ſort be kept Priſoners ; but on 
the contrary, all friendly Aſſiſtance and Relief 
ſhall be adminiſtred to their Diſtreſs, and Letters 

of ſafe Conduct given them for their free and 
quiet Paſſage thence, and the return of every one 


to his own Country, 


Bor when it ſhall happen, 
an Caſe three or four Ships that the Ships of either (as is 
Port, * jo flay without above mentioned) | through 
teave from the Governot, Danger of the Sea, or other 
nor to Trade, urgent Cauſe, be driven into 
Ports or Havens of the other, 
if they be 3 or 4together, and may give juſt ground 
of Suſpicion, they ſhall immediately upon their 


* 


arrival, acquaint the Governor, or chief Magiſtrate 


of the Place, with the Cauſe of their coming, and 
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. The State of the Iſland of Jamaica. 475 
chief 1 will permit, and ſhall be requi- 
ſite for furniſhing themſelves with Victuals, and 
Reparation of their Ships. And they ſhall always 
take care not to carty but of their Ships any 
Goods or Packs, expotng them to Sale, neither 
- ſhall they receive any Merchandize on board, nor 

do any thing contrary to this Treaty. © 


1 XIII. 

| Bs TH Parties ſhall truly Both Parties Hall cauſe 
and firmly obſerve and exe- this Treaty io be kept. 
W cute this preſent Treaty, and  _ 
all and every the Matters therein contained, and 
effectually cauſe the ſame to be obſerved and 
performed by the Subjects and Inhabitants of ei- 
r W0T L9TTGMRGY 2g 01 

fn of wa i 114 IVES: F 031-8 ; 


No private Injury ſhall iv 
any fore” weaken this Treaty, f gt, <1 mn meas 
nor beget Hatred or Diſſenti- ly delaying Puſtice, 
ons between the aforeſaid Na- 
tions, but every one ſhall anſwer for his own 
proper Fact, and be proſecuted thereupon : Neither 
mall one Man ſatisfy for the Offence of another 
by Reprizals, or other ſuch like odfous Proceed- 
ings, unleſs Fuftice be denied, or unreaſonably 
delayed, in which Caſe it ſhall be lawful for that 
King, whoſe Subje& hath ſuffered the Loſs and 
Injury, to take any Courſe according to the Rules 
and Method of the Law of Nations, until Repa- 
ration be made to the Sufferer. . 


XV. 

Tux preſent Treaty ſhal! | ; 
I. nothing derogate from any de lter Fol Pl 
Freeminence, Right, or Do- hefe Seas. 
minion of either Confederate 
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48 The State of the Iſland. of Jamaica. 
that they have and retain the ſame in as full and 
. ample manner, as may of Right belong unto them: 
| But it is always tO be underſtood, that the Li. 9 
berty of Navigation ought. in no manner to be 
diſturbed, where nothing is committed againſt the 

genuine Senſe and Meaning of theſe Articles. 


XVI. | 

' 1 1 LASTI 7, The ſolemn Ra- 
"Ratification;  _ tification of this preſent Trea- 
OO ty. and Agreement made in 
due Form, ſhall be delivered on both Sides, and 
mutually exchanged within the Space of four 
Months from this Day; and within eight Months 
to be computed from the ſaid Exchange of the 
Inſtruments (or ſooner” if poſſible) they ſhall be 
ubliſhed in all convenient Places throughout the 
Kingdonzs, States, Iſlands, and Dominions of 
both Confederates, as well in the Weſt-Iudtes, as N 


” 


» + 


elſewhere. | 


In Teſtimony F all and fingular the Contents heres, 
Me the above mentionedPlenipotentiaries have Sigutl 
and Sealed this preſent Treaty at Madrid, the 
17 Day of July, iu the Tear of our Lord 1670. 
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Bftimate of the Negroes taken of the T/land 
| of Jamaica, during the Peace with France 


: TR Negroes, | 
/Major Cook 30|valued at — 1350 
Col. Ja. Heywood 14|moſt Tradeſinen, 900 
John Buckner 48 —— ——— 2160 


Thomas Orgil 14 Ditto— 630 
From Dr. Sinclair — 26|and 50 J. in Plate, 1170 
Capt. Saunders 25— —— 1125 
Beckf. & Fletcher 25 | ———— — 1125 
Samuel Pool —— 110|——— —— 4950 
Charles Byndloſs 34|———— — — 1530 

Beckford & Pym 5 | nm — 22; 


331 1 15165 


N. B. Ir would be almoſt impoſſible to make 
an exact Eſtimate of all the Ships and Cargoes, 
contained in the foregoing Liſt, which were taken 
by the Spaniards in the Miſt-Indies; as many of 
them belong d to diſtant Places, and probably 
ſeveral of the Maſters and Owners are dead; 
many of them to my certain Knowledge were worth | 
io from 5 to 100007. each, and ſome of then 
7 more, particularly the Unity, Capt. Plaiſted, and 
the Anna Maria, Capt. Phelps: But ſuppoſing then 


6108 
TEINS + 
1 
AI 

4 1 1 
n 
4 21 4 
e 
. 5 


| to be worth 3000 J. one with another, which ib 

1 as low as they can well be computed at; And Ian 

{ol cConfident to be conſiderably under their true Value, 

bl yet at that rate, thoſe Damages amount to 141000 
4 ro which the Eſtimate of the Negroes taken f 
be | off the Iſland of Famaica amounts to == 15165 
= being added, makes — _- — W | 
4 — 


4 
85 
25 
1 
2 
18 
. 
no 


N. B. Though I have abbreviated the ine Depo- 
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Ir an exact Lift and Eſtimate could be made of 
all the Damages ſuſtained by the Northern Colo- 


nies, (particularly New-England and Virginia, which 


are many in Number) as well as the ſeveral Ports 


in England, and the Iſlands ; that Sum would ap- 


pear very far ſhort of the true Value: for tis 
notorious, they never met with an Enghſpþ Veſlel, 
and could overcome, which they did not take, 
deſtroy or plunder. | 


In the Column of the Lift of Ships, where 
bound, by Coaſters I mean a Veſſel that goes round 
the Iſland of Jamaica, to bring the Produce to 
Market. EY 2 0 


Muſquitos, is a Nation of Iadiaus on the Conti- 
nent, who never were conquered, or in Subjection 


to the Spaniards, They own themſelves dependant 


on Jamaica; and when the King dyes, the next in 
Blood 1s not acknowledged by them, till he is con- 
firmed by a Commiſſion from the Governor of that 


BZ Iland, whom they eſteem one of the greateſt Po- 


tentates in the World: they are a friendly good 


z natured People, and very uſeful to the Engliſh. 


* 


fitions, there is not the leaſt Alteratzon as to the 
Senſe or Subſtance of them. Many others I have by 
me, and more might be procured, but it would 
be tedious to inſert them all; and theſe being 
fufficient for my purpoſe, | wg | | 


ths Ne. I, 


gthex Commodities, the Produce of the Iſland, ta- 
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N.. I. 
De Depoſition of James Francis Targeir, Aged 
. Forty Tears, &c. en ae 


Jamaica, fl, f 
TJ Har this Deponent being Maſter of the 
4 Sloop Pearle, fitted out from Port Royal, and 
bound to Qtraſoe, in June 1715, was taken on 
the Coaſt of Hiſpaniola, by Emanuel Sanchez, Com- 
mander of the Sloop Nueſtra Senora de las Mercedez, 
belonging to St. Domingo, on the faid Iſland, 
where he carried him, after he had uſed this De- 
ponent very barbaroufly. + | 
'Trar after ſeveral Courts were held in the 
Space of 4 Months, the ſaid Sloop and Cargo 
was condemned for no other Reaſon, but becauſe 
ſhe had ſome Logwood and Snuff aboard, which 
ſaid Sloop and Cargo was worth two thouſand 


7 
id » 


Pounds, Oc. 


James Francis Targeir, 
Sworn before me the 3d 7 Wl 
Aug. 17716. 

enn Warner. 


13 3 : | 
— Ay 


» * 


— 


e 
IVD FOANSON, of Port Royal, Mariner, Oc. 
A mwaketh Oath, that on the th of Jan. 1712. 

being on Board the Sloop Charles, whereof this 
Deponent was ſole Owner, and Ant hony Smith, 
Maſter; 3 Leagues to Leeward of Hithywood, on 
the ſaid Iſland, and laden with Sugar, Rum, and 


ken 
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ken in at Blewfields in order to tranſport them to 
Port Royal which ſaid Sloop and Cargo was worth 
42141. they met with a Sloop commanded by 
Monſieur Norat, and Commiſſioned out of Trina- 
dadb, who took and made Prize of the ſaid Stoop 
and Cargo. | N 


THAT upon Application to Lord Archibald 
Hamilton, late Governor of this Iſland, he obtain'd 
a Letter to the Governor of Trinadado, demand- 
ing Reſtitution of the ſaid Sloop and Cargo. That 
the ſaid Governor of Tyinadado, inſtead of a Com- 
pliance, abruptly anſwered, that the Governor 

of Jamaica was not a Gentleman, that there was 
not any Gentlemen in Jamaica ; and that he might 
take his Demand and wipe his A —ſe with it. 
This Deponent further ſaith, that he never had 
any Satisfaction for the ſaid Veſſel and Cargo thus 
illegally taken, and further ſaith not. 
FE. David Johnſon. 
Sworn before me, Aug. 9. ts, 


1716. 8 
| John Warner. 


| Ne. III. 
Jamaica, ſſ. To 
AMES COMERFORD, of Kingſton, Cc. ap- 
) peared before me, and made Oath, that on 
the roth of April, 1716, this Deponent failed from 
this Iſland, in the Sloop Samuel, Andrew Crean, 
Maſter, and in three Days after, in ſight of Land, 
they met with a Sloop called the Aurora, Foſeph 
de Lumbre Commander, commiſſioned our of St. 
Jago de Cuba, | ee 
e le So Or 
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Ox haling the {aid Sloop, they anſwered from 
Sea, and ordered them to ſtrike or they would 
not give any Quarters. Thereupon one of the 
ſaid Sloop Samuel's Men lowered the Main Sail; 
but Capt. Crean ordered it to be hoifted again. 
They then fired a Volley of ſmall Arms, and one 
great Gun, which killed the Captain and ſeveral W 
others. And in boarding, they ſhot Mr. Hemy 
Sharp, and the Mate, and made Prize of the ſaid i 
Sloop and Cargo, which this Deponent computes 
to be worth at the time of the Capture 4500 J. 


James Comerford. 


Pg 


Sworn before me Aug. 13. 
1 
James Knight. 


2 


* * en as 2 — 145 * , UTR WIE ot. 


T 
The Depoſition of Thomas Fag, Aged 38 Tears, &c. 


Jamaica, il. | 
f 'Har this Deponent was part Owner of the 
Sloop Thomas and Elizabeth, Matthew Muſſon, 
Maſter, and failed from this Iſland the latter End 
of Juh 1714, bound to the Muſquitos to trade with 
the Indians. On their Return in September follow- 
ing, they were taken by a SpaniſÞ Brigantine, be- 
longing to Trinadado ; and after Quarter was 
given, Brian Wells, Mate of the ſaid Sloop, was 
Killed 1n cool Blood. „ 


Tnar the ſaid Sloop was carried into Port, and 
condemned, and ſoon after the ſaid Muſſon we 
| I Ve 
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ved in this Iſland ; and on the Information he 
gave to the Lord Archibald Hamilton, then Gover- 
nor, he wrote a Letter to the Alcaldeis of Trina- 
dado, demanding Reſtitution of the ſaid Sloop and 
Cargo. Alſo for another named the Dorothy, and 
two others belonging to this Iſland, which ſaid 
Letter was delivered to the Alcaldeis of Trinadado 
by this Deponent ; and after ſeveral Conſultations 
among themſelves, they told him that the Priva- 
teer (as they called him) who had brought the 
Sloop in, had ſold her, received the Money, and 
= was gone about his Buſineſs, ſo that they had 
nothing to make him Satisfaction: And that if he 
W was inclined to have the Sloop again, he muſt buy 
her of the Man that bought her. 


A 95 Thomas Fag. 
= Sworn the 3d of Sept. 1716. before 
i his Excellency in Council, | 
Tho. Crooſe, Cl. Council. 


Ne. V. 


W The Depoſition of Henry Comb, late Maſter of the 
= Penelope of Philadelphia, Cc. 


Jamaica, il. | 


12 on the 14th of June laſt, he ſailed from 
A the faid Port, laden with Flower, @c. bound 
to this Iſland; and that on the 7th of July, about 
8 Leagues to the Eaſtward of it, he was chaſed by 
a Spaniſh Sloop mounted with 6 Guns, and 125 
len; and in about three Hours after, they came 
up with, attacked and took the ſaid Sloop 
Penelope. Whereupon this Deponent, and * 
is 
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his Men were ſent on board the ſaid Spaniſh Sloop, 
commanded by one Laurence Martel. Soon after 
they were ſtripped of all their Cloaths, and after 
they had ſent ſome of their Men on board the 
Penelope, they ſet fail with the ſaid Sloop, and two 
others they had taken a Day or two before 
(one of which was bound from Road Mand, and 
the other from Carolina to this Iſland) towards 
Cuba. In their Paſſage thither, they met with 
a Sloop called the Virgin Queen, bound from Phi- 
ladelphia to this Iſland, which they alſo took, and 
carried them into Coxons-Hole, on the Eaſt End of 
Cuba. N 

Tur on the 21ſt of July, this Deponent un- 
derſtanding that they deſigned either to kill them, 
or to ſet them on ſome deſolate Iſland, with 4 Men 
more, made their Eſcape in the Night, and in 
ſix Days got to St. Jago de Cuba; and forthwith 
waited on the Governor, and acquainted him that 
they were taken by the ſaid Spaniſh Sloop, and 
that the Men belonging to her declared, they acted 
by Virtue of a Commiſſion from the Governor of 
Trinadado; and would take all Veſſels they met 
and could overcome, particularly Veſlels going to, 
or anne from Jamaica. | 

Tnar they alſo acquainted the Governor of 
St. Jago, that ſome of the Goods taken in the ſaid 
Sloop Penelope, were then landing in the ſaid Town, 
and demanded Juſtice of him; to which he an- 
ſwered, that he could not help it, and took no 
further Norice of their Complaints ; on the contra- 
ry, made a Jeſt and Ridicule of them. 


Tuts Deponent further faith, That he faw 
ſome of the Proviſions which came out of the ſaid 
2 Sloop 
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Sioop Penelope, in the Governor of St. Jago's Houſe, 
and ſeveral other Houſes in the faid Town. That 
he alſo ſaw two of the Men belonging to the ſaid” 
Spaniſh Sloop, when they were taken, in the faid 
Town, and demanded that they might be taken 
up and puniſhed ; but he took no manner of No- 

© tice of them: That they remained fix Weeks in 
N | the ſaid Town, and frequently applyed to the 

W Governor for Satisfaction, but to no purpoſe. 
That they were informed before their Departure, 
that the Sloop Penelope, and the Carolina Sloop were 

W burnt by the Spaniards who took them. 


| 1 Henry Comb, 
Sworn before his Excellency in 
WW Council, Sept. 25. 1716. 

S. Page, Secret. & Cl. Coun. 


N. VL 
T he Depofition of Thomas Fag, Aged 38 Tears, &c. 


Jamaica, ſſ. 


FH Har this Deponent gwned one half of the 
L Sloop William, and her Cargo, and failed 
from Port Royal the 4th of Auguſt laſt, bound for 
| Curaſo; that in 8 or 10 Days after they were 
taken about 3 Leagues to Windward of Port Louis, 
at a Place called Hacquien, on the French Part of 
| Hiſpaniola, by a Spanifh Sloop, commiſſioned out of 
| St. Jago de Cuba as a Guarda de la Coſta, as the 


People on board informed him. On which this 


Pe- 


bo The State of the Iſland of Jamaica. 
Deponent demanded of the Captain what pretence 
he had to take him that was on his lawful Occaſions, 
and not Trading on their Coaſt; to which he 
reply'd, that Hiſpaniola was the Spaniſh Coaſt, and 
that the King of Spainnever gave it to the French ; 
and that it ſtill belonged to the King of Spain. 
Whereupon this Deponent reply'd, 'That he might 
as well have taken him on the Jamaica Shore; to 
which he anſwered, as ſoon there as any where; 
and that if he had met him there he would have 
taken him. Soon after they asked all this 
Deponent's Men if they would take up Arms with 
chem, but they all refuſed except one, to whom 
they gave this Deponent's Cheſt of Cloaths as an 
Encouragement. About ſeven in the Evening, 
they ordered all but the above Deſerter into the 
Canoa, in order to put them a-ſhore ; 'The Boat- 
ſwain thereupon ſaid he wonld go in the Sloop, 
for he was ſure they could not make a Prize of 
her; but they wonld not let him : And immedi- 
ately ſet them on an uninhabited Iſland (having 
firſt ſtripped them of their Cloaths) about three 
Leagues diſtant from Hiſpaniola. Before they 
departed, this Deponent asked them for ſome 
Water and Proviſions, which they refuſed : And 
that they remained three Days aud three Nights 
without either. 


Sworn before his Excellency in 
Council, Sept. 3. 1716. Thomas Fag, 


Tho. Crooſe, CJ. Coun. 
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NW VEE: 
| 1 % q 
Jamaica, il. | 
wW ILLIAM MUSTO, Maſter of the Sloop News 
: port, appeared before me, and made Oath, 
that on the 22d of May 1716, being off of Cape 
= MNichola, and bound from Carolina to Jamaica; the 
ſaid Sloop and Cargo was taken by a Guarda de Ia 
Coſta, commiſſioned out of St. Jago de Cuba, though 


he had not Traded, or attempted to trade with 
the Spaniards. wes 


Trar upon Application to the Governor of 
St. Jago, and the Royal Officers, for Reſtitution 
of the ſaid Sloop and Cargo; they anſwered, that 
the Sloop had Logwood aboard, it was no matter 
where ſhe had it, ſhe was a lawful Prize ; and 
that he could not obtain any Satisfaction. 


„ William Muſto. 
Sworn before me Aug. 9. 

I716, | | 
William Norris. 


Ne. VIII. 
Jamaica, il. 1 | 
RICE GREY of St. Katharines, &c. appeared 
before me, and made Oath, that in Fane 1715. 
he failed from this Iſland a Paſſenger on board 
the John and Mary, John Stevenſon, Maſter, bound 
to Philadelphia; and on the 23d of July they were 
taken off the Weſt End of Hiſpaniola, by a Sloop 
called the Franciſco, Alberto de Soto Commander, 
— [5 fitted 
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fitted out of Trinadado, as a Guarda de Ia Cifta 
having 6 Guns and 100 Men; and that the Rea- 
| ſon they gave for ſeizing and detaining the ſaid 
Sloop and Cargo was, becauſe ſhe had on board] 
41 Neat Hides, rough dried, and ſome Calve Skins, 
which {aid Hides and Skins were the Produce of 
this Ifland, as this Deponent was informed by 7 
Morgan of Kingſton, Sadler, who ſhipped them. 


- Sworn before me, . 
Dec. 10. 1715. 7 N 
Tho. Boteleir. | | 
3 N.. IX. 
Jamaica, 77 | . 0 8 
JOHN TURNER and NICHOLAS BILLET, 
5 being duly ſworn, depoſeth and faith, That 


they were Sailors, belonging to the Weſtbury Galley iſ 
of Briſtol, Jabis Beghw Maſter; that on the 21/t of i 
March laſt, in their Paſſage from Guinea to Jamaica, 
having 177 Negroes on board, they were taken in 
the ſaid Ship off of Cape Mavilla, on the Coaſt of 
Hiſpaniola, by a Sloop called the Santa Crux Depa- 
dro, one Rodrigo Commander, and carried into Ba- 
raco, on the Iſland of Cuba; that Nicholas Browne 
and Chriſtopher Winter, two Eugliſhmen, were on 
board the ſaid Sloop, and that the ſaid Browne 
and Winter forged Orders under the Owners 
Names in England, directed to Mr. Loyd in Famai- 
ca, to ſend the ſaid Ship with her Negroes, and 
£ 1200 worth. of dry Goods, to the South Keys, and 


brought them to theſe Deponents, and threat- 
| 7 ne 


\ 
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ned to hang them if they would not ſwear thoſe 
Orders — true, Theſe Deponents further ſay, 
that the ſaid Ship was bound with her Negroes di- 
realy to this Ifland, and deſigned to no other 


San before me, July . 
33, ar. ] 2 Nicholas Billet. 

Peter Vallet. | 125 
1 N N | Ne. X. 


The Depoſition of. Thomas Simmons, and others, late 7 
belonging to the Unity, Francis Plaiſted Com- 


Jamaica, fl. 3 
5 "I Deponents do ſeverally depoſe and ſay, 
1 That on the 287% of July laſt, about Eight 

Leagues diſtance from Cape Tiberoon, they obſerved 
a Sloop ſteering in their Wake, with a black Pen- 
dant on their Maſt-head, and a Bloody- jack on 
the Bowſprit end, which they did believe to be a 
Pyrate; upon which the Captain ordered a Gun 
to be fired at them, which they returned, and af- 
ter viewing them ſome Time, and perceiving them 
to be a Ship from Africa, with Negroes, they came 
under their Stern, and fired a Volley of Small 
Arms, and then clapt them on board, took Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Veſſel, barbarouſly uſing their People, 
and deſtroying whatever came in their Way; and that 
during the whole Action, they hoiſted no other 
Colours, than the black Pendant, and Bloody- 


jack, 


7 


TaksE 
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Tazsz Deponents further ſay, that the Day af. 
ter they were ordered to hoiſt out the ſaid: Ship 
Unity's Boat, and all the Crew to go into her; and 
were informed, the Commander had given Orders 
for a Shot to be fired into, with intent to ſink the 
ſaid Long-boat, and deſtroy the Company. in her, 
But at the Interceſſion of two Engliſh Men aboard, 
they were taken into the ſaid Sloop again ; where 

they continued till three the next Morning, when 
by the Aſſiſtance of the ſaid Engliſh Men, they went 
into the Boat, with two 1 of Beef and ſome 
— and arrived at this Iſland the 1/7 of Auguſt 
laſt, Trp 1 5 1 


 Taxsz Deponents further ſay, that from their 
Departure from Barbadoes, they did not touch at 
any Port, but were ſteering directly to this Ifland, 
and that at the Time of the Capture, there was on 
board 251 Slaves, belonging to the Royal © African 
Company; and that during their Paſſage, they did 
not ſpeak with any Veſſel, or any other Craft, ſo 
that they could not have any Trade. 


= 
7 
* 


Want Simmons 
Sworn before me, Octo. | Hlemy Caldecut, 


19, 1722. Richard Smith, 
| John Lewis. Tr Franci i Juvin, | 
175 E John Matthews, 
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125 Ne. XI. 4 


| Exratt of a Letter from Sir Nicholas Laws (late Co- 
=. wernor of Jamaica) to the Governor of the Havannd. 


FHEIs Letter will be delivered to your Excel- 
1 lency by Meſſ. Nicholſon and Calder, who are 
impowered by the Agents for the Royal African 
Company, of England, to make Application to your 
Excellency, for Reſtitution of the Ship Unity, with 
= 257 Negroes, belonging to the faid Company. 


' Your Excellency will be pleas'd to obſerve by 
the authentick Proofs and Certificates, which are 
= herewith tranſmitted, that the ſdid Ship and Ne- 
goes were moſt unjuſtly taken off of Cape Tiberoon,on 
the Coaſt of Hiſpaniola, on the 28th of July laſt, by 
a Spaniſh Sloop, which I am imformed carried the 
ſaid Ship and Negroes into Trinadado, under your 
Excellency's Juriſdiction; and that the Altaldies of 
that Place have condemned them on Suggeftion of 
the Captors, that they found her trading on that 
Coaſt : The contrary of which will evidently ap- 
= pear by the enclos'd Depoſitions, as well as from 
the Nature of the Thing it ſelf; therefore I can- 
not doubt your Excellency's ordering full and ami 
ple Satisfaction, Ge „ 


I a former Letter I repreſented to your Ex- 
cellency, as well as to the reſt of my neighbour- 
ing Spaniſþ Governors; but more particularly tg. 
the Governor of St. Jago, and the Alcaldies of 
Trinadado; the many Acts of Pyracies and Robbe- 
ries committed on the Subjects of the King my 

Maſter, by Veſſels 1 out of Trinadado, and 


* 
wy G e 
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66 The State of the Tſland of Jamaica. 
other Ports, with Commiſſions, as they pretend, 
to guard their Coaſt from unlawful Traders: but 
in reality, under Colour of ſuch Commiſſions, com- 
mit frequent Depredations, and are guilty of the 
moſt enormous Crimes without (fo far as I 
can underſtand) their ever being puniſhed for 
them. On the contrary, they are not only admit- 
ted with their Prizes, as.they call them, into the 
Port of Trinadado, in particular, where they are 
immediately condemned, the Negroes and Goods 
ſhared and divided; but the Captors are alſo en- 
couraged in their Villainy by thoſe in Authority, 
who permit them to 4 their Veſſels, ſhare in 
their Plunder, and ſend them out again in ſearch 

of more Booty. _ : 1 
Ir muſt be no leſs ſurpriſing to his Catholic 
Majeſty, than it will be to the King my Maſter, 
when they receive an Account of ſuch, unwarrant- 
able Proceedings in time of profound Peace ; which 
muſt appear a manifeſt breach of that good Agree- 
ment ſtipulated between the two Crowns, and 
in our reſpeGive Capacities ought to be cultivated 
and improved to the utmoſt of our Power. As for 
my Part, I can with great Confidence aſſure your 
Excellency, it has been my conſtant Endeavour, 
that ſtrict Juſtice ſhould be done to ſuch of the 
Spaniſh Nation who have had Demands here fince 
the Ceſſation of Arms; and ſeveral of them have 
already had ample Reftitution : but Lam ſorry chat 
I have it to ſay, my Maſter's Subjects have not met 
with reciprocal Juſtice from the Spaniſh. Governors. 
Jan with. great Truth aud Sincerity, _ 
War Excelleucys moſt Obedient, 
£ And moſt Humble Servant, 


- 
- 


CEN - Mien, Laus. 


V.. XI. 
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| n 
Briſtol, A. ; i "20s 
OSEPH LUDLOW, and James Coveney, Mate 
f J and Boatſwain of the Ship Anna Maria, James 
= Phelps Maſter, of this Port, made Oath, that on 
the 22d of June 1724, they failed from hence to 
Cork and Jamaica, where they diſpoſed of her 
Cargo, and reladed the Ship with Sugar, Cotton, 
W Indico, Dying-woods, and other Merchandizes ; | 
= beſides a conſiderable Quantity of Gold and Sil- 
ver; that they failed from Jamaica the gth of 
= Fiery laſt, bound direct! 1 or Briſtol, and did 
ü ort or Place: That 


= Papers, and 20 Bags (of ſeveral Sizes) of coined 
Silver on board the ſaid Sloop. That the Com- 
mander of the ſaid Sloop declared, he had a 
Commiſſion from the Governor of St. Jago de Cuba. 
That there was left on board the Anna Maria, 
theſe Deponents, and two more of the ſaid Ship's 
Company, under the Care and Command of Don 
Pedro Gaſtra de Aquila, who was Mate of the ſaid 
Sloop, and ſeveral more of her Men; with Orders 
to follow the ſaid Sloop to Baraco, to which Port 
the Auna Maria could not get by Reaſon of con- 
trary Winds: but in 12 Days after arrived at the 
Havanna, and there by order of the Governor, 
all the Cargo of the ſaid Ship Anna Maria was 
taken out, and the Ship ſtript of her Sails, and 
MY * pl great 
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great part of her Rigging, and lay in aperiſhing 
| Condition. : 5 e 


8 Joſeph Ludlow. 
hy, he; James Coveney, 
Sworn at the City of as 
Briſtol, July 29. 1725. 


before me, 


| Joſh. Jeffreys, Mayor. 
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Extra# of a Letter from Jamaica, o a Merchant in 
London, dated the iſt of May, 1725. 


= Steps that have been lately taken by the 
Spaniſh Governors of St. Jago de Cuba, and 
Carthagena, are ſo very extravagant, that we think 
it proper to give you fome Account of them. 


Tax Princeſs of Portugal, a Ship from London, 
laden with Madera Wines, was taken on the High 
Seas, in her Paſlage hither, about three Months 
ago; and carried by one of their Guarda de la 
Coſtas, as they call them, into St. Jago. The Maſter 
impriſoned, and the Supra-Cargo detained ſeveral 
Weeks upon pretence of a Tryal in their Courts; 
to defray the Charges of which, and to pay ſuch 
others at they thought fit to impoſe upon him, 
the poor Man was obliged to ſell great part of 
his Wines, and, ar laſt, with abundance of Diffi- 
culty, got leave to come away with the Re- 
mainder. | | 
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Since this Capt. Phelps of the Anna Maria, a 
Briftol Ship, had the ill Fortune to fall in the 
way of a Spaniſh Sloop, who carried him into St. 
Jago Their pretence was, that he had on board 
Pieces of Eight, and Logwood. 


Somr Weeks ago, a Spaniſh Ship of 16 Guns, 
and go Men, were fitted out of Carthagena, under 
pretence of guarding that Coaſt ; with private 
Inſtructions to take our Veſlels : But he happened 
to be met with by the Diamond Man of War, who 
brought him into this Port nine Days ago. Fort. 
odd of the Men belonging to this Spaniſh Ship 
made their eſcape upon a Float, and reach'd the 
Shore before the Man of War could come up with 


| her. "Theſe, we are told, had been formerly 


Pyrates, on board the Caſſandra ; ſome few of their 


Fellows were brought in with the Ship. From St. 
Jago we are adviſed, that Don Carolus de Sucra, 
the worthy Governor, is principally concerned in 


two of theſe Veſſels, and has taken ſuch a liking 
to the Trade, that he is fitting out five others. 


Kw. 


The Depoſition of Laurence Van Hueſflan, Aged 28 
„ 


Jamaica, Af, a 


1 this Deponent being bound on a Tra- 
ding Voyage from the Iſland of Jamaica, about 
a Year ſince, in the Sloop Port Royal, Fohn Stevens 
Commander, was taken about eight Days after 
their Departure off of la Cruz, to Windward of 


a * : 
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| Rio dela Hacha, by one Capt. George, Commander 
of a Spaniſh Ship called the Marquedore, under pre- 
tence that they were bound to Rio de la Hacha; 
that after they had ſtruck to the ſaid Spaniſh Ship, 
a Volley of ſmall Arms were fired at them, where- 
by Capt. Stevens was ſo dangerouſly wounded, that 
he died the Day after. Thar the ſaid Capt. George 
ordered all the Men belonging to the ſaid Sloop 
Port Royal, aboard his Ship, one of which he tor- 
tured by claping the Jaws of the Cock of a Fire- 
lock upon his Tongue, to make him confeſs that 
the ſaid Sloop was bound to Rio de la Hacha, and 
threatned to uſe the reſt of them after the ſame 
manner, if they did not ſign a written Paper, and 
rake up Arms with him, which they did to avoid 
being tortured. And that about two Months af- 
ter, (the ſaid Capt. George having cruiſed all that 
time) brought them into Carthagena as Priſoners; 
where they continued about four Months ; during 
which Time this Deponent, and ſeveral of the 
Sloop's People applied to the Governor and Lieu- 
tenant General for the Sloop and Cargo : who 
were anſwered, That they would be condemned 
without being rold for what Reaſon. This Depo- 
nent further ſaith, he never heard of any Reſti- 
tution being made; and that the ſaid Sloop ne- 
ver was at, or in any Saniſþ Port before they 
WWW 


N Laurence Van Hueſflan. 
f Sept. 1716, 
before me, 


Will. Norris. 


\ 
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_—— 1 
LDUDARD ELSE, aged 28 Tears, depoſeth, 
L. That being Carpenter on board the Sloop Grif- 
= fr, Michael Taylor, Commander; they ſailed the 
28h Day of May laſt, from Guinea, and touching 
= ouly at Barbadoes, they proceeded directly to Ja- 
maica, where having ſold their Cargo of Negroec, 
they loaded their Veſſel with the Product of that 
Iſland, and failed from thence the 135 Day of De- 
cember, in Company with ſeveral Veſſels bound to 
= Great Britain; that on the 4th of January off of Cape 
= Mayez, near the Eaſt End of Cuba, they broke their 
= Gaff, by which Means the reſt of the Ships getting 
= a Head, a Spaniſh Sloop commanded by one Ma- 
= chaw, boarded and took the faid Sloop, Griffin, and 
carried her into a Place called Maſſacre, about Se- 


and there turned Capt. Taylor and his Men on ſhore, 
except this Deponent, and a Negroe Boy: and pro- 
ceeded with the faid Sloop Griffin, this Deponent 
and the Boy, to Porto Prince, where they landed the 

Sugar, Oc. and ripped up the ſaid Sloop Griffin, to 
mend a Spaniſh Sloop, in doing of which they com- 
pelled this Deponent ſeveral Weeks to be aſſiſting ; 
and when fitted, they intended to have forced him, 
as he was informed, to proceed with thern their 
next Voyage; but taking an Opportunity, run à- 
way from them. 


Tars Deponent further faith, That the ſecond or 
third Day after their Arrival at Porto Prince, with the 
Sloop Griffin, a Perſan in Prieſt's Habit, and who 

went by the Name of Father Nicholas, came 9n 
board, and made him, by threatning and holding a 
15 E 4 Piſtol 


ven Leagues to the Veſtward of the ſaid Cape Mayez, 
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"3M over his Head all the Time, write down that 


the ſaid Sloop Griffin had been at Rio de la Hacha, 
and had traded there, and from thence came on 


their Coaſt, and had ſold ſeveral Goods at Maſſacre : 


which he told him in caſe the Condemnation did 
not come from Baraco, as he expected; he ſnould 
ſwear to, in order to obtain it, or he would ſhot 
him through the Head. | 


Sworn before me, the 16th 1 Edward Elſe 


of April, 1723. 
Richard Baſnet, 


* 


— 


** 


Extract of the Minutes of the Aſſembly of Jamaica, Ve- 
neris 24* Die Septembris, 1725. 


FR. Arcedeckne, from the Committee of Grie- 

vances, acquainted the Houſe, that the 
Committee had met, and examined into ſeveral 
Matters, which they had directed him to report to 
the Houſe, which he read, TG 


Mr. Ser ak kk, 


I am ordered by the Committee to acquaint the 
Houſe, that they have received a Repreſentation 
rol the Juſtices and Veſtry of Port Royal, ſetting 

orth the ruinous Condition the Wall is in, being 
yery much undermined ; the little Care that has 
been taken pf repairing thereof, ſince the ſame has 
been ſaid to be added to the Fortifications ; and 
that thereby not only the ſaid Wall, but the whole 
Town | is in danger of being loft, by the firſt Storm 
pF | hard Winds, oe Tour Committee humbly offer 


79 


The State of tbe Iſland of Jamaica. 73 
to the Conſideration of the Houſe, as their Opini- 
on, that ſame ſpeedy Remedy be applied to the 
Repair of the ſaid Wall. Th 


Your Committee having ſeen the Lodgments of his 
Majeſty's Soldjers at Port Royal, are of Opinion, that 
the Mortality amongſt them is in a great Mea, 
ſure owing to the Want of proper Lodgings, and 
have ordered me to lay before the Houſe a Petiti- 
on which they received from the ſaid Soldiers. 


I am likewiſe ordered by the Committee to ac- 
quaint the Houſe, that it appears to them, that 
the Honourable Gabriel Marqui du Queſue, Com- 
mander of his Majeſty's Fortifications at Port Roy- 
ah levies Money, and lays other Impoſitions on 
his Majeſty's Subjects and their Veſſels, contrary to 
Law : and that he would not ſuffer the following 
Veſſels, although cleared at the proper Offices, t 
paſs the Fort, before they paid him Money. 


Tur he exacted Fifteen Pounds of Capt. Alexan- 
der Murray, Commander of the Szow, John and Sa- 
rah of London. 8 


From Mr. Sraplęton ſeveral Sums of Money, for | 
ſeveral Sloops, under the Denomination of Stone» 
Money, as per Receipts. „ 


Tnar in the latter End of the Lear 1724. he le- 
vied Maney from one Dung, under the Denomi- 
nation of Stone Money, and would not accept of 
Stones. e 


From one Charles Curtis, 91. 25. 6 d. in Money, Ce. 


Axp of and from ſeveral other Perſons, 
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Ir is obſervable, that the | Sloops belongi | FR 
the Marqui, never paid Money, that we can find, 
or fetched Stones. OT REN 


Your Committee can't but take Notice, that the 
ſaid ſeveral Exactions are faid to be by Force of 
an Order of Council, ſoon after the dreadful Hur- 

ricane in 1722. which Order, Tour Committee humbly 
conceives, could not be intended farther than for 
the ſpeedy repairing the Fort on that ſudden la- 
mentable Occaſion ; nor to have Continuance after 
the repairing of the dangerous Breach or Irruy- i 
tion made by the ſaid Hurricane. 


Nox can it be intended or underſtood in any 
Senſe, contrary to Law, viz. either the compelling i 
People to work, or to fend their Veſſels again 
their Confent, without reafonable Allowance for 
their Labour or Uſe : Much lefs to give the Cap- iſ 
tain of the Fort, Authority to levy Money, for 
diſpenſing with that Service; it being, if the Ser- 
vice were neceſſary, a Breach of his Duty, to dif- 
penſe therewith ; if unneceſſary, an unwarrantable 
Abnſe of the Order, and of the Authority by which 
it was made; as if they could or had taken upon 
them to levy Money on the Subje& without Law. 


Your Committee muſt. likewiſe repreſent to your 
Honours, at the Deſire of the Juftices and Veſtry 
of Port Royal, the great Decay of Engliſh Trade, 
occaſioned by the Number of French, and other 
Foreigners trading hither ; to which Tour Committee 
beg leave to obſerve, that the Marqui Du Queſi, 
who has the Command of Fort Charles, (kept up, 
and maintain'd at a vaſt Charge and Expence to this 
Iſland, not only as a Security, againſt open Ene- 

: miles; 
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mies, but for protecting the lawful Trade, and for 
preventing that which is unlawful) contributes ; by 
permitting Goods of foreign Growth and Manu- 
facture, to be imported without Cuſtom or Duty be- 
ing paid for the ſame. And by his unlawful Tra- 
= ding with the Dutch, and other Foreigners, and 
making the ſaid Fort a Store-houſe or Receptacle 
for the ſaid Commodities 


Ir is obvious how theſe Practices have drawn 
many alien Traders hither, under Pretence of Re- 
freſnment, but really with the ſaid Marqui's Con- 
W nivance, to trade and ſell their Commodities, in 
W ſuch Quantities, that the Goods of Engliſh Manu- 
facture lye on the Importer's Hands. 


Taz Deputy to the Receiver General, and Col- 
lector at Port Royal, repreſented to Dur Committee, 
that the Marqui Du Oueſue, ſome time in the 
Month of February laſt, in manifeſt Contempt and 
Defiance of the Acts of Trade, and Laws of this 
Illand, ordered out a Sloop of his own, called the 
Dutcheſs, without complying with the ſaid ſeveral. 
Laws, or clearing at either of the ſaid Offices. 


How much it is in the Power of ſuch a Com- 
mander, entruſted with the Key of this Iſland, to 
ruin or deſtroy the Inhabitants, by ſending off their 
Slaves or Debtors; notwithſtanding all the Laws 
made for their Security, is needleſs for Tour Commit- 
tee to obſerve upon, c. 


Sabbati, 9 Die Octobris, 1725. 


Tan Houſe, according to Order, taking into Con- 
ſideration the Reports of the Committee of Grievan- 
es, and the Anſwer or Juſtification of the Honoura- 


ws 
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ble Gabriel Marqui Du Oueſue: and the Report 
made to the Houſe, the 24tb of September laſt, 
being read Paragraph by Paragraph, came to the 


following Reſolutions. 


1. Reſolved, That 150. per. Ann. appropriated 
by Law, for the Uſe of the Wall at Port Royal, be 
paid to the Church Wardens, ec. 


2. Reſolved, That this Houſe having taken into 
Conſideration the ill Accommodation of the Soldi- 
ers, are of opinion, that convenient Barracks ſhould 
be built for them; that an Addreſs be preſented 
to his Grace to that End, Cc. e 


3. Reſolved, It is the Opinion of this Houſe, 
that the exacting the bringing of Stones, or any 
other Duty on the Subject, or compelling them to 
wark, or to ſend their Veſſels for that Purpoſe, a- 
gainſt their Conſent, or without reaſonable Allow- 
ance for their Service, contrary to Law, is a high 
Infringement of the Liberties and Properties of his 
Majeſty's Subjects of this Iſland. 


43. Reſolved, That the Orders ſet forth, and in- 
ſiſted on, by the Marqui Du Queſne, as Orders of 
Council (in his Anſwer) are illegal ; and that his 
acting under any ſuch Orders, in impoſing and col- 
lecting a Tax of Stones, from the trading Sloops 
and Veſſels, was arbitrary and illegal. | 


5. Reſolved, That the Marqui Du Queſne, acting 
under the aforeſaid Orders, produced by him as 
Orders of Council, in compounding and taking 
Money from the ſeveral Maſters and Owners of 
Veſſels, in lieu of Stones, is a corrupt and dange- 


rous Practice. 8 | 
| | 6. Re- 


The State of ibe Tſland of Jamaica. 77 


= 6. Reſolved, That the ſaid Murgui Du Que ſue, 
bad beyond the Time limitted by the Order of 
Council, under Colour of the ſame, continued and 
practiced to leyy Money, and other Exactions from 
the Subjects, for ſome Months; without Law, or 
any colourable Pretence whatſoever; to the great 
Loſs and Detriment of the trading Part of his 
W Majeſty's Subjects of this Iſland. | 


J. Reſolved, That the Marqui Du Queſne, Com- 
mander of his Majeſty's Fortifications at Port Royal, 
E whoſe Duty it was, not only to protect the lawful 

Trade, but alſo to prevent that which is unlawful ; 

clandeſtinely buying and running French and Dutch 
Merchandizes, and landing the ſame at or near the. 
Fort, in the Night, is a Contrivance tending to 
the Subverſion of the Trade of this Iſland, and oc- 
caſions vaſt Quantities of Eugliſo Goods to lye and 
periſh on the Importers Hands, and diſcourages the 

S Britiſh Navigation. b . 


*< 
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8. Reſolved, It appearing to this Houſe, that 

— Lamego, Iſaac Lopez, —— Silvera, Widow, 
John Drudge, Capt. Lauderdale, and Bonfils, 
jun. were concerned in the ſaid Clandeſtine Trade 
with the Dutch and French. That an Addreſs be 
preſented to his Grace, deſiring he will be pleaſed 
to gre Directions to the Attorney General, to 
proſecute them for the ſame. 49 2 | 


9. Reſolved, It appearing to the Houſe, that 
| though the Marqui du Queſne applied to Mr. Sa- 
pleton for his Clearance of the Sloop Dutcheſs, and 
had given Bond in the Secretaries Office ; yet 
that the ſaid Stapleton refuſing to clear the ſaid 
Sloop, inſiſting that Capt. Smee, who commanded 
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her the former Voyage, owed for ſome Duties) on 


Negroes exported in her that Vogaye ; and on 
ſuch Refuſal, the Marqui permitting and ordering 


her to pals the Fort without the ufual Permits, 


acted ilegally and contrary to his POM as Ca 
rain of the Port. : 2 


10. Reſalved, Ir i is the Opinion of this Houſe, 
that neither the Captain of the Frt, nor any other 
Perſon whatſoever, hath an Right or Power to 
compel any Maſters of Veſſels, or other Perſons, 
to bring any private Letters to the Port, 


11. Reſolved, 'That an Humble Addreſt be be pre- 
fented to his Majeſty, with the Reports of the Om. 
mittee of Grievances, and theſe Reſolutions; hum- 
bly deſiring, he would be graciouſly pleaſed to 
prevent the like Miſchiefs ; and to put a op to 

che growing dangerous Evils. 


12. Reſolved, That an Addreſs be e to 
his Grace, to deſire, that he will be pleaſed to 
tranſmit and lay before his Majeſty the ſaid Adareſs, 
Report and Reſolutions, in the moſt effectual man- 
ner; and uſe his good Offices, that all theſe Grie- 
vances may be fully redreſs d. 


Ordered, That Mr. Henderfon, Mr. Edmond Kel, 
Mr. Munbe, Mr. Charleton, and Mr. ae, be 
; Committee to prepare both Addreſſes, 


Dera Copia. 
Tho. Crooſe, Clerk to the aue. 


n ane be daten ale rhe Addreſs, ith 


the Report of the Committee of Grievances, ih 
Re- 


— 


. 
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Reſolutions of the Aſſembly thereupon, have been 
accordingly tranſmitted by the Governor ; as they were 
laid before him ſometime in November /aſt : How 
much it becomes the Gentlemen of Jamaica, who 
are in England, and thoſe that are concerned in 
that Trade, to uſe their Intereſt on this Occaſion, 
is needleſs for me to obſerve upon; ſince their Rights 

and Properties have been affected; and may be much 
more, if not duly and fully repreſented to thoſe in Power. 


8 


r 

page 17. Line 34. for Poſſeſſions read Poſſeſſors. p. 32.7. 17. far 
Place read Plan, p. 40. after the Word Treaty, in the 1ſt. I. read, of 
Wy Navigation and Commerce. | 
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